Fall 2015

Spring Performances Inspire and Entertain
The students of The HARID Conservatory presented a series of inspiring, professional-quality,
end-of-year performances at the Countess de Hoernle Theater on May 22, 23, and 24. While the
Spring Performances always provide an opportunity to enjoy the dancers’ accomplishments in
both classical and contemporary ballets, this year’s program featured two original works initially
created for professional companies. These works demanded a high artistic standard from the
students and they succeeded admirably in achieving such.
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The first of these ballets was Mark Godden’s Miroirs, an exquisitely
crafted work set to Maurice Ravel’s score of the same name, and
costumed in alternating variations of black lycra, mesh, and velvet.
The piece is positively breathtaking in its geometry and simplicity,
and proves (as Godden often does in his work) that less truly is
more. Outstanding performances were given by the entire cast;
most notably by graduating senior Iago Bresciani in a careerlaunching solo entitled “Morning Song of the Jester,” and Kristin
Cowger, Emily Fennell, Humberto dos Reis, and Hayden Slaff in “A
Boat on the Ocean.” Miroirs was prepared for the stage by ballet
faculty members Victoria Schneider and Meelis Pakri.

Two other ballets completed the program: Garland Dance from Act
I of The Sleeping Beauty and excerpts from Paquita. Both are pillars
of the classical ballet repertoire that challenge the performers to
display technical, artistic, and musical mastery. Staged by Victoria
Schneider after Marius Petipa and set to Tchaikovsky’s recognizable
waltz melody, the Garland Dance is a festive piece full of gaiety and
joy. Twelve young artists gave a lovely performance of the waltz,
aptly demonstrating both the symmetry of the choreography and
the nuances of the musicality.
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The second opportunity to tackle a piece from a professional
company’s repertoire came in the form of Martin Fredmann’s ballet,
Kristin Cowger (Class of 2015) and
A Little Love, danced to songs by the romantic and legendary Nina Humberto dos Reis (Class of 2016)
Simone. Set in five movements and staged by Meelis Pakri, this in Martin Fredmann’s A Little Love
(Alex Srb photo ©)
work allowed the HARID dancers to explore a different movement
style and to personify human relationships and emotion through Simone’s music. Coco AlvarezMena was stunning in the ballet’s second movement, a solo entitled “My Father.” Kristin Cowger,
Rebecca Trionfo, Iago Bresciani, Humberto dos Reis, and Alexander Sargent completed the cast
for this piece; all of them delivered performances that were touching in their refinement and
artistic maturity.
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Livia Bedwell (Class of 2016) and
Andrea Fabbri (Class of 2015)
in Paquita (Alex Srb photo ©)

Paquita, staged by Svetlana Osiyeva—with the assistance of
colleagues Victoria Schneider and Meelis Pakri—closed the
program on a celebratory note. HARID’s students performed this
ballet with confidence and aplomb. Livia Bedwell sparkled in her
solo, and the corps de ballet moved in beautiful lines showing
great attention to detail.

The performances were a wonderful way to mark the end of another successful year, and an
appropriate capstone for the graduating seniors. HARID is proud of each of them and wishes
them well as they move forward into their professional lives.

A New Academic Year
HARID welcomed thirty-nine students to the new academic year in August. They came from twelve states across the
U.S. (California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Tennessee,
and Virginia), and from Australia, Brazil, Canada, Ecuador, Japan, New Zealand, and Taiwan.

HARID Receives $250,000 Grant
to Establish New Rudolf Nureyev
Endowed Fund
In recognition of the high-quality training
provided by The HARID Conservatory,
The Rudolf Nureyev® Dance Foundation
has awarded the school a $250,000 grant
to create The Rudolf Nureyev Endowed
Fund, in honor and memory of one of the
20th century’s most celebrated dance artists.
While the Foundation has funded Rudolf Nureyev Awards
for HARID students each year since 2001, the establishment
of an endowed fund now ensures that these important and
prestigious financial-assistance awards will remain available
to students well into the future.
“Over the years, Rudolf Nureyev Awards have made it possible
for many dancers to complete their studies at the school,”
explained HARID director Gordon Wright. “And notably, the
recipients have consistently achieved professional success
in the field of dance, which is something we are very proud
of. By generously providing us with a grant to establish
an endowed fund, the Rudolf Nureyev Dance Foundation
has taken a long-term approach to supporting HARID; we
are now assured that funds will be available to help future
generations of young dancers. I am thrilled and, of course,
very grateful to the Foundation.”
As a condition of its grant, the Rudolf Nureyev Dance
Foundation asked HARID to seek additional funds from the
community to increase the principal balance of the new
endowed fund. During the summer, HARID reached out
to individuals, corporations, and foundations, asking for
support. We are grateful for the positive response received
from our generous friends and supporters.
If you would like to contribute to HARID’s new Rudolf
Nureyev Endowed Fund, please contact Annabel Russell at
561-997-2677 or visit www.harid.edu/nureyev-fund.

The HARID Conservatory is pleased to acknowledge
and thank the following contributors to the
Rudolf Nureyev Endowed Fund:
DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS
Nancy and Jay Parker
GOLD CONTRIBUTORS
The Anastasi Family
Susan and Donald Baker
The Steven Loch Family (Class of 2007)
Christine E. Lynn, E.M. Lynn Foundation
Mary Ann Perper, In Honor of Mrs. Joan Wargo
Jennifer and Arthur Redgrave
Sterns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.
Dr. and Mrs. J. Donald Wargo
Elaine J. Wold
SILVER CONTRIBUTORS
Kathleen Breen Combes (Class of 1999)
Eva Friedel
James M. Hankins and Frankie Sue Wilson
Ms. Lyn Jurich
Merle Lambert, In Memory of Judy Antoon
Richard F. Ross
Mark and Marilyn Swillinger
The Visker Family (Class of 2019)
John M. Wargo
Ken and Betsy Wenzel
Gordon Wright and Susan Fulks,
In Honor of Barry Weinstein
BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS
Anonymous
Dennis Abenanty, In Honor of HARID’s Alumni
Coco Alvarez-Mena (Class of 2015)
Angela Biermann
Diane and Douglas Clark, In Memory of Judy Antoon
Dr. Michele Gorlitsky-Blank (Class of 1989)
Katherine Lawrence Orlowski (Class of 1998)
Tara Mitton Catao
Sierra Murakami
Glenn and Michelle Rissman
Victoria Schneider, In Memory of Hans Jurgen Schneider
William S. Wright, In Memory of Stuart and Lyn Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Benet Zupan
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2015 Rudolf Nureyev Award Recipient Named
HARID recently announced the recipient of the school’s 2015 Rudolf Nureyev Award, funded
through a generous grant from the Rudolf Nureyev Dance Foundation in Chicago, Illinois.
This year’s recipient is Henry Grey. He received $5,000 to assist with his living costs at the
Conservatory. Grey is from Auckland, New Zealand. He enrolled at HARID as a high-school
freshman and will graduate in May, 2016, after completing four years of study at the school.
Says director, Gordon Wright, “The faculty and I are very pleased to recognize Henry with
this year’s Rudolf Nureyev Award. He is a remarkable young man and a talented dancer who
shows considerable potential for professional accomplishment. We look forward to following
his career in the years ahead.”
Nureyev Award recipient, Henry Grey, with
faculty members Meelis Pakri, Victoria
Schneider, and Svetlana Osiyeva; and
director Gordon Wright

The Rudolf Nureyev Dance Foundation seeks to preserve and protect the history and
tradition of dance while, at the same time, encouraging its progress and development. The
Foundation aims to perpetuate Rudolf Nureyev’s name and to advance his vision and work
by supporting the study, performance, and appreciation of dance.
Past Rudolf Nureyev Award recipients have consistently achieved professional success following graduation from HARID:
2001:
2002:
2003:
2004:
2005:
2006:
2007:
2008:
2010:
2012:
2013:
2014:

Bridgett Zehr (principal, English National Ballet) and Jonathan Dummar (Ballet Memphis)
Amanda Green (principal, Royal Winnipeg Ballet) and Matthew Adamczyk (principal, Joffrey Ballet Chicago)
Megan Zimny Kaftira (soloist, Dutch National Ballet) and James Clark (Royal Danish Ballet)
Gleidson Vasconcelos (Ballet Arizona)
Isadora Loyola (American Ballet Theatre) and Adam Still (soloist, Colorado Ballet)
Morgana Cappellari (São Paulo Companhia de Danca, Brazil) and Beth Ann Maslinoff (principal, Eugene Ballet Company)
Christophor Moulton (Colorado Ballet) and Francisco Preciado (Silicon Valley Ballet)
José Pereira (Faculdade REGES – Ribeirão Preto, Brazil) and Mahallia Ward (Joffrey Ballet)
Alexandre Barros (Atlanta Ballet) and Cavan Conley (Tulsa Ballet)
Vanessa Lai (Hong Kong Ballet) and Stefan Goncalvez (Joffrey Ballet)
Emily Fennell (Class of 2016) and Andrea Fabbri (apprentice, Los Angeles Ballet)
Iago Bresciani (Charlotte Ballet II) and Hayden Slaff (Trainee, The Washington Ballet)
Preferred shoes of The HARID Conservatory

Recruitment Time Approaches
Winter is recruitment season at HARID. Summer School
auditions will be conducted in eighteen cities across the
United States in January and February. Dancers currently in
academic grades 8–11 are eligible to attend the auditions:
Chula Vista, CA
January 8

Washington, DC
January 22

Orlando, FL
January 30

Los Angeles, CA
January 9

New York, NY
January 23

Atlanta, GA
January 31

San Francisco, CA
January 10

Brookline, MA
January 24

Tampa, FL
January 31

Minneapolis, MN
January 15

Houston, TX
January 29

Coppell, TX
February 5

Chicago, IL
January 16

Boca Raton, FL
January 30

Tulsa, OK
February 6

Pittsburgh, PA
January 17

Charlotte, NC
January 30

Denver, CO
February 7

Audition locations and times may be found
at www.harid.edu/auditions.

YMCA Visited by HARID Zombies
On October 24, HARID’s dancers
once again delighted dozens
of children at the Peter Blum
Family YMCA Halloween Party by
performing the famous zombie
dance from Michael Jackson’s
Thriller. The YMCA performance,
which requires several weeks of rehearsal to prepare, has become
an annual, community-service tradition for HARID’s students.

A Treat for the Children
On December 9 and 10, hundreds of fourth- and fifth-grade
children will have the opportunity to enjoy performances
of Divertissements from The Nutcracker, Act II. HARID’s
Student Outreach Performances offer an entertaining
and educational experience for children from South Palm
Beach County Schools. The performances, held at the
Countess de Hoernle Theater, are provided at no cost to
the students and their schools.
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HARID Alumnus to Receive
Prestigious Award
On December 7, in New
York City, Marcelo Gomes
(HARID Class of 1996) will be
presented with a 2015 Dance
Magazine Award. Mr. Gomes
is a leading principal dancer
with American Ballet Theatre
and an international star. The
Dance Magazine Awards, dating
back to 1954, recognize the
outstanding men and women
whose contributions have left a lasting impact on the dance
world. Congratulations, Marcelo!
SUPPORT HARID WHILE YOU SHOP! Amazon will
donate .5% of your online purchases to HARID. Please
follow this link and add The HARID Conservatory as
your benefitting organization: www.smile.amazon.
com. Then, each time you shop, you will be supporting
our talented dancers. (And, it will cost you nothing!)

Remembering
Judy Antoon, former
Vice-President –
Administration
& Finance
(Gerry Casteleiro photo ©)

Annual-Fund Campaign
Once again, this year, HARID has set an annual-fund goal of
$100,000. We seek to achieve this goal through contributions
from individuals, corporations, and foundations. A
successful campaign will allow us to continue providing the
financial assistance required by many of our students. While
HARID remains a tuition-free school, many families cannot
afford the necessary fees for room and board. It is vital that
we continue our tradition of helping where help is needed.
Please contribute generously to HARID’s annual-fund
campaign. Help us continue providing financial support for
our talented young dancers.
We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s Fall Newsletter.
The next issue will be published in March.

Foundations Provide Support
for HARID and its Dancers
The Ruth Nelson Kraft Awards Foundation continues
to provide assistance grants for a number of HARID
students each year. This past August, Tiffany Chatfield,
Bela Erlandson, Anna Gonzalez, and Jaysan Stinnett
received Ruth Nelson Kraft Awards. Congratulations
to this year’s recipients!
The Schmidt Family Foundation recently presented
HARID with a generous operating grant in honor of
the late Dr. J. Donald Wargo. The Foundation provides
funding to local organizations as a way of giving back
to the community which Charles E. and Dorothy F.
Schmidt were a part of for so many years. HARID is
honored to welcome the Schmidt Family Foundation
to its family of supporters.

A Videographer in the Making
Alex Sargent, from Oak Hill, Virginia is completing his third
and final year of study at HARID. He will graduate in May.
Alex is a talented dancer who possesses many additional
interests and skills. Last May, with this in mind, director
Gordon Wright approached Alex with an idea. He listened
with interest. The idea was to produce a promotional
video about the Conservatory from the perspective of
the students who live and study there. Alex calmly said he
would see what might be done. Nothing more was said
about the project until early October when Alex sent Mr.
Wright an email containing a video file.
“Alex’s email and video file arrived out of the blue, so to
speak,” said Wright. “I had no idea what he had done—or
had not done—with the idea we discussed prior to the
summer. Imagine my surprise when I opened the file and
viewed a completed, four-minute video that outlined every
aspect of HARID and its programs, including academics,
dance, performance, residence life, and even highlights of
the Boca Raton community. And, the video was expertly
narrated by a number of different students. It surpassed
my expectations in every way possible. Alex had obviously
spent hours and hours conceptualizing, scripting, recording,
and editing his video, which—by the way—he produced
using only his iPhone!”
The video is now being used as a recruiting tool to introduce
HARID to dancers who want to know more about the
school. To view Alex’s finished project, visit www.harid.edu
and click on the video that appears on the home page.
Sponsored in part by The State of Florida,
Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs
and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

Winter Dance Performances
Please join us!
SATURDAY, December 12, 3:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, December 13, 3:00 p.m.
HARID’s dancers look forward to presenting their Winter
Performances this year on December 12 and 13 at the Countess de
Hoernle Theater. Both performances will begin at 3:00 p.m.
The program will open with the revered pas de deux, Grand Pas
Classique, performed to music by Daniel Francois Esprit Auber, and
coached by faculty members Svetlana Osiyeva and Meelis Pakri.
Next will be a Moldavian Dance, staged by HARID’s character dance
teacher, Bertha Valentin. A special treat will follow—an excerpt
from the Broadway musical On the Town, choreographed by jazz
instructor Maria Konrad and featuring music by Leonard Bernstein.
After intermission, you will enjoy all the wonderful divertissements from Act II of The Nutcracker, including
the Arabian, Spanish, and Russian dances; Dance of the Mirlitons; Waltz of the Flowers; and the Grand Pas
de Deux.
Tickets are $30 and $25 (half price for children and full-time students), and are available at 2285 Potomac
Road in Boca Raton (9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. weekdays) or by telephone at 561-998-8038. You can also purchase
your tickets (and select your seats) online at www.harid.edu/performances.
The Countess de Hoernle Theater is located at 5100 Jog Road, just north of Yamato Road, in Boca Raton.
Please join us for HARID’s Winter Performances!

Countess de Hoernle Theater
5100 Jog Road, Boca Raton

Tickets: $30 and $25

(Half price for children and full-time students; group rates are available.)
Online at: www.harid.edu/performances
By telephone: 561-998-8038
In person: HARID Ticket Office, 2285 Potomac Road, Boca Raton, 33431
(9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. weekdays)
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