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Winter Performances Captivate
HARID’s 2015 Winter Performances, presented on December 12
and 13 at the Countess de Hoernle Theater in Boca Raton, delivered
a balanced mix of classical ballet, character dance, and jazz dance.

Character dance is an important component of HARID’s curriculum
and is regularly featured in the school’s Winter Performances. The
Moldavian Dance, taught and staged by character dance teacher,
Bertha Valentin, featured ten female and six male dancers. The
excitement and confidence of their dancing, along with brightly
colored costumes, illuminated the stage.
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Grand Pas Classique is a divertissement created by Victor Gsovsky
and premiered in Paris in 1949. It is an elegant pas de deux that
showcases a dazzling display of classical virtuosity. HARID dancers
Zoe Cavedon and Henry Grey performed the piece beautifully.

Ingrid Thoms and Henry Grey in the
Grand Pas de Deux from The Nutcracker
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Jazz dance instructor, Maria Konrad, choreographed an engaging
and flirtatious piece for HARID’s younger dancers using Leonard
Bernstein’s memorable music from On the Town. The ladies were fetching in their colorful,
1940s-era dresses and the two male soloists, seniors Alex Sargent and Humberto dos Reis, were
dashing in their white sailor suits.
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Divertissments from The Nutcracker, Act II, once again served as the programs finalé. The Grand
Pas de Deux featured Livia Bedwell and Humberto dos Reis on December 12, and Ingrid
Thoms and Henry Grey on December 13. Both couples
excelled, as did Waltz of the Flowers soloists Kanon
Suzuki and Emily Fennell. As always, the other dances,
Spanish Chocolates, Arabian Coffee, Chinese Tea, Dance
of the Mirlitons, and Russian Trepak were performed
wonderfully and kept the audience captivated until
the snowflakes fell and the curtain closed. Credit goes
to ballet faculty members Victoria Schneider, Svetlana
Osiyeva, and Meelis Pakri for staging this year’s The
Nutcracker.

The Moldavian Dance
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HARID’s Class of 2016
Eight talented seniors look forward to
graduating from HARID on May 31. Each has
worked long and hard to fulfill their artistic
and academic requirements; they will proudly
receive their diplomas at the Conservatory’s
annual Commencement and Awards Dinner.
Congratulations and best wishes to the Class of
2016: Isaac Allen, Livia Bedwell, Humberto dos
Reis, Emily Fennell, Henry Grey, Gabriel Hileman,
Alexander Sargent, and Kristine Wiggins
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Marcelo Gomes Scholarship
Initiative Attracts Male Dancers
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For the second year, the Marcelo Gomes Scholarship
initiative is encouraging male dancers to enroll in
HARID’s Summer School. Through the initiative—
named in honor of distinguished HARID
alumnus, Marcelo Gomes—talented
male students receive full scholarships
to participate as finalists in the fourweek program. At the conclusion of
Summer School, one of the finalists
will be selected as the recipient of the
Marcelo Gomes Scholarship, valued
at $5,000. The scholarship will support the recipient’s
continued studies at HARID during the academic year.
Last year’s recipient, Cy Doherty, has had an extraordinary
first year of study at HARID. His training has progressed
rapidly and he continues to demonstrate significant
potential for continued advancement.
If you would like to help underwrite this prestigious
scholarship program, please contact Annabel Russell or
Gordon Wright at HARID (561-997-2677).

Great Give Palm Beach County
On Tuesday, May 3, HARID will again be a participating
organization in the Great Give Palm Beach & Martin
Counties, a 24-hour online giving event led by the
Community Foundation for Palm Beach County,
United Way of Palm Beach County and United Way of
Martin County. The campaign is designed to raise as
much money as possible for local nonprofits in a single
day. Every local gift will be multiplied by additional
funds from a bonus pool raised by the Community
Foundation. Please mark May 3 (midnight to
midnight) on your calendar. During that time, simply
visit www.greatgiveflorida.org, select The HARID
Conservatory as your
benefitting organization,
and make a generous
contribution. The more
money HARID raises, the
more bonus money it will
qualify for. Help us take
full advantage of the Great
Give on May 3!

Spring Performances Coming in May
This year’s Spring Performances will be held
over Memorial Day weekend at the Countess
de Hoernle Theater in Boca Raton.

The performances will take place on Friday, May 27, at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, May 28, at 3:00 p.m.; and Sunday, May 29, also at
3:00 p.m. Tickets are just $30 and $25 and are available online at www.harid.edu/performances. You may also purchase your
tickets by telephone 561-998-8038, or in person at HARID’s ticket office, 2285 Potomac Road in Boca Raton (administration
building, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. weekdays).
Please join us at this year’s Spring Performances!

Summer School Enrollment Finalized
HARID looks forward to welcoming sixty young dancers to its four-week Summer School in June and July. The students
were selected from more than three-hundred applicants who attended auditions held in eighteen cities across the United
States earlier this winter. At the end of the summer program, decisions will be made regarding new admissions for the
2016–17 academic year.
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The program promises something to suit
everyone’s taste in dance. For those who
favor the tradition and purity of classical
ballet, excerpts will be presented from the
great Marius Petipa ballets Raymonda and
La Bayadère (Act II). For those who look to be HARID Dancers in the Waltz from Raymonda
Back by Popular Demand: On the Town
inspired by more edgy contemporary works,
HARID will premiere another new ballet created by renowned choreographer, Mark Godden. And, for those with nostalgic
yearnings, Maria Konrad’s On the Town, with music by Leonard Bernstein, will be performed again—back by popular demand.

HARID to Bid a Fond Farewell
When HARID’s inaugural class began its studies in 1988, the school’s campus did not yet exist. Unused
classrooms at the College of Boca Raton (now Lynn University) were converted into dance studios
and the students undertook their academic coursework at Potomac Country Day School, located on
the College’s campus. At that time, Sister Elizabeth Ross served as principal of the Potomac School
and, as such, became much involved in supporting the fledgling dance conservatory.
Construction of the new HARID campus was soon completed and the program moved into its new
home. Coincidentally, the decision was made to close Potomac Country Day School. HARID recognized
Sister Elizabeth Ross
the value of Sister Elizabeth’s involvement with its students and invited her to join the Conservatory
staff in the dual roles of registrar and librarian. That was in 1989.
For the past twenty-seven years, Sister Elizabeth has played a vital role in the academic education and nurturing of HARID’s
students. As registrar, she has been responsible for assessing the academic records of prospective students, developing
academic progression plans, overseeing the completion of quarterly and semester grades by faculty members, maintaining
official student records and transcripts, and providing college and other guidance services for students and their parents. In
addition, she has prepared the visa applications for international students and maintained their immigration files. Beyond
these responsibilities, Sister Elizabeth undertook the development of HARID’s library which remains the envy of other
performing-arts schools.
Sister Elizabeth grew up in Alexandria, Virginia. At age sixteen, she moved to Boca Raton with her parents and two brothers.
She earned her high school diploma from Rosarian Academy in West Palm Beach and then joined the Community of Adrian
Dominican Sisters.
Sister Elizabeth completed her bachelor degree at Barry University. Her major was in English with minors in education
and science. She then attended Virginia State University, where she earned a master’s degree in science with a major in
biology. She completed her graduate degree through a National Science Foundation grant. (She also did graduate work at
the University of Puerto Rico and University of South Florida.)
Sister has committed her adult life to teaching. Her teaching assignments took her to Rome, Georgia; Aiken, South Carolina;
Miami Beach and North Miami; Tampa; and Puerto Rico. She then served as a school principal in Dominican Republic, West
Palm Beach, and—finally—back in Boca Raton.
After twenty-seven wonderful years at HARID, Sister Elizabeth has decided to retire at the end of the academic year in June.
Her significant, long-term contribution to the school will not be forgotten. She has certainly earned an enjoyable—and
restful—retirement. Everyone at HARID will dearly miss Sister Elizabeth Ross. The trustees, faculty, staff, and students wish
her much continued happiness and fulfillment.

HARID is Well Represented in the Joffrey Ballet
On March 12, many of HARID’s students attended a
performance of the renowned Joffrey Ballet at the Kravis
Center in West Palm Beach. While the entire Company
was not present for the Florida tour, two of the featured
dancers were HARID alumni Amanda Assucena (Class of
2012) and Fernando Duarte (Class of 2010). Following
the performance, Amanda and Fernando were kind
enough to greet the students outside the theater’s
stage door. It was an exciting and inspiring get together
for the school’s young dancers.
There are currently seven HARID alumni dancing with
the Joffrey Ballet: Joanna Wozniak (1999), Matthew
Adamczyk (2003), Dara Holmes (2010), Fernando Duarte
(2010), Mahallia Ward (2011), Amanda Assucena (2012),
and Stefan Goncalvez (2014).

Amanda Assucena and Fernando Duarte join HARID students outside the Kravis Center
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He’s Off to Europe!
Graduating senior, Henry Grey, has had the good (and well-earned) fortune of being invited
to join the corps de ballet of Bayerisches Staatsballett (Bavarian State Ballet), a large and
renowned company in Munich, Germany. The invitation came to Henry following a two-week
audition tour of Europe he undertook in January. He will join the Company in August for its
2016–17 season.
Henry left his home and family in New Zealand to enroll at HARID as a freshman. He is now
completing his fourth year of study at the school. Henry has excelled in his dance classes
and, having already completed his high-school academic requirements, he has managed to
complete a number of online college courses this year.
We wish Henry much happiness and success at Bavarian State Ballet next year.
Another senior has also secured a position with a ballet company, and she is already working!
Emily Fennell, who also enrolled at HARID as a freshman, was invited to join Cleveland Ballet in
January. Since Emily had nearly completed her academic requirements, she was encouraged to
Henry Grey, Class of 2016
open the door when opportunity knocked. Emily moved to Cleveland over the winter holiday
and began attending classes and rehearsals with the Company in January. She is finishing her remaining coursework
during evenings and on weekends and plans to return to HARID at the end of May in order to walk with her classmates at
Commencement. We are very proud and happy for Emily.

National Honor Society Inductees
On March 14, nine students were inducted into the
HARID Chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS).
Congratulations to Tiffany Chatfield, Cy Doherty, Bela
Erlandson, Anna Gonzalez, Caitlin Herzog, Sophia Jeffery,
Shayna Mallett, Alex Sargent, and Shelby Wierman.
The criteria for NHS membership are outstanding
scholarship, leadership, service, and character.

Annual Fund Campaign Provides
Much-Needed Financial Assistance
HARID remains North America’s only tuition-free
professional-training school for dancers. Nevertheless, the
families of many students cannot afford the fees for room
and board. The funds used to provide financial assistance
for such families are raised each year through HARID’s
Annual Fund Campaign.
This year, we seek to raise $100,000 from individuals and
private foundations. While we are well on our way, we need
your help to achieve our fund-raising goal by June 30.
Please support our talented young dancers by contributing
generously to HARID’s Annual Fund Campaign. Each and
every dollar will be used to offset the fees for student
housing and meals. The dancers and their families—along
with the faculty and staff—will be grateful for your help.
Ensure the continued availability of student financial aid
by making a generous, tax-deductible contribution today.
Thank you.
We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s Spring Newsletter. The next issue will
be published in November. Don’t forget to order your tickets for the upcoming
Spring Performances, May 27–29!

Alumni Updates
Iago Bresciani (Class of 2015) has
been promoted from Charlotte
Ballet’s second company to the
main company. He will join the
corps de ballet next season.
Cavan Conley (Class of 2012),
has been promoted to 1st soloist
at Tulsa Ballet

Andrea Fabbri (Class of 2015) has
been promoted from apprentice to
the corps de ballet at Los Angeles
Ballet.

Stefan Goncalvez (Class of 2014) joined the Joffrey Ballet
after spending last year as a trainee at the Washington
Ballet.
John Abenanty (Class of 2013) left Columbia Classical
Ballet in South Carolina to join the State Ballet of Georgia
in Europe.
Cavan Conley (Class of 2012) has been promoted from 2nd
soloist to 1st soloist at Tulsa Ballet following his successful
premiere in the role of Romeo in Romeo and Juliet.
Sponsored in part by The State of Florida,
Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs
and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

