
For HARID patrons, the Morris and Elfriede Stonzek 
Spring Performances can be a bittersweet affair. 
While the performances showcase the amazing work 
accomplished by the faculty and students during the 
semester, they also mark the time to say goodbye to 
another group of talented graduates.

At the beginning of the program, Director Gordon 
Wright once again invited the seniors to introduce 
themselves and share their post-graduation plans. 
Seven impressive dancers: Zoe Cavedon, Cy Doherty, 
Liam Hogan, Natalia Lascano, Cody Maggiore, Rebecca 
Trionfo, and Tu-Chin Tseng, announced they would be 

heading off to the second companies of Sarasota Ballet, Ballet West, and Washington Ballet; and to 
Butler University, University of Utah, and Purchase College.

The performance then got underway with Excerpts from Le Corsaire, staged by Alexey Kulpin, Svetlana 
Osiyeva, Meelis Pakri, Victoria Schneider, and Bertha Valentin. The ballet opened with striking tableaus 
of dancers posed in various scenes from the ballet. The exuberant Greek Dance was next, in which both 
Kristine Wiggins and Madeleine Kuebler were lovely as featured soloists, partnered by Isaac Allen and 
Cody Maggiore. The Pas d’Esclave—a highlight of the ballet—followed, danced by Anna Gonzalez and 
Hidetora Tabe. They complemented one another wonderfully and danced with great confidence.

The next excerpt, Odalisques, featured Julia Vinez, Tiffany Chatfield, and Rebecca Trionfo—three tall 
ladies with supple limbs and regal stature. This power trio gave an impressive presentation of the 
technically demanding choreography. The Pas de Trois was then danced by Zoe Cavedon, Liam Hogan, 
and Cy Doherty (on Friday and Sunday), and Lauren Leb, Alexis Valdes, and Bela Erlandson (on Saturday). 
Both casts gave commendable performances of this virtuosic staple of the classical ballet repertoire.

The second half of the program featured a contemporary ballet called Minor Threat, created by 
HARID’s resident choreographer, Mark Godden. Initially choreographed more than two decades ago 
for a professional company in Canada, the work is set to Mozart’s haunting Piano Concerto No. 20 in D 
Minor. As is often the case with Godden’s work, Minor Threat contains no clear narrative arc. His brilliant 
integration of individual physical movements, partnering relationships, and patterning on the stage 
reveal the complex emotions throbbing from the music. The choreography in this work is musical in a 
literal sense, but the story is abstract. The juxtaposition of these two concepts gives many of Godden’s 
works a pleasing visual and auditory texture. The HARID cast of dancers performed this captivating 
ballet with athleticism, stamina, artistry, and professionalism beyond their years.
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Anna Gonzalez in the Pas d’Esclave from Le Corsaire.

Marcelo Gomes Scholarship Awarded
On July 21, at the conclusion of another successful, four-week 
Summer Intensive, HARID’s faculty and director announced the 
recipient of the 2017 Marcelo Gomes Scholarship. Fourteen-year-
old Amir Dodarkhojayev, from Kazakhstan, was chosen from among 
seven finalists to receive the $5,000 scholarship. The award—
created in honor of one of HARID’s most-distinguished alumni, 
American Ballet Theatre principal dancer, Marcelo Gomes—has 
helped pay the boarding fees for Amir’s freshman year at HARID.

Fifty-two dancers attended the Summer Intensive. They came from 
all regions of the United States and from as far away as Australia, 
Brazil, and Portugal. The dancers enjoyed a demanding daily 
schedule of classes, along with numerous activities and exciting 
trips to South Florida attractions.
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Marcelo Gomes Scholarship recipient, Amir 
Dodarkhojayev, with HARID’s director and 
faculty.
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Academic-Year Award Recipients Named
This year’s prestigious Rudolf Nureyev Award has been presented 
to Bela Erlandson, a senior from Irvine, California. Valued at 
$5,000, the award is being used to offset Bela’s room and board 
fees during his final year at the school.

The Ruth Nelson Kraft Awards Foundation continues to provide 
generous assistance grants for a number of HARID students each 
year. Rosemary DeIorio, a junior from Ocala, Florida, and David 
Rathbun, a sophomore from Johnson City, Texas, each received 
Ruth Nelson Kraft Awards. Congratulations to this year’s award 
recipients!

Academic-Year Excitement and Challenges
On August 28, nineteen new students joined twenty-two returning students to begin 
HARID’s 2017–18 academic year. After settling into Russo Hall over the weekend, 
they arose early Monday morning to begin their Florida Virtual School academic 
courses before experiencing the first session of dance classes that afternoon. By 
Wednesday—since most of the students had enjoyed a restful break before arriving 
at HARID—sore muscles were a common complaint!

Then, after just a week of classes, Hurricane Irma threatened the east coast of Florida. 
Concerned for the students’ safety and well-being, HARID made the decision to 
evacuate them to Atlanta, Georgia. At 6:30 a.m. on September 6, the students and 
residence staff boarded a coach bus and began the long drive north. Fortunately, a 
sufficient number of hotel rooms were secured near the Atlanta airport.

Several days later, due to continued uncertainty regarding the storm’s path and 
potential to cause damage, HARID contacted the students’ families and asked them 
to arrange for their child’s return home until further notice. Happily, a number of 
American families generously offered to host HARID’s international students during 
the closure.

Toward the end of the following week, HARID’s electrical power was reestablished, 
downed tree limbs and other debris were removed, and the campus was once-again 

deemed safe. Russo Hall reopened on September 18 and classes resumed two days later. All told, the school was closed for two 
weeks.

This year’s students—now back into their busy routine of classes and rehearsals—come from fifteen U.S. states and from Australia, 
Brazil, Japan, Kazakhstan, Portugal, and Taiwan.

CAN YOU HELP?
Given the uncertainty and seriousness of the threat posed by 
Hurricane Irma, HARID acted proactively in the best interest 
of its students by evacuating them to Atlanta. While this was, 
undoubtedly, the correct decision, it was also an expensive 
undertaking. The cost of the coach bus, hotel rooms, meals, 
and related expenses totaled more than $30,000. If you are 
in a position to help HARID recover from this unbudgeted, 
but necessary expense, your contribution will be gratefully 
received and appreciated.

Heading home from Atlanta to await HARID’s reopening.

Bela Erlandson, 2017 Rudolf Nureyev Award recipient.

Make a Child Happy. 
Bring a New, Unwrapped Toy 
to the Winter Performances

The HARID Chapter of the National Honor Society will 
host a toy drive in December in support of Toys for Tots. 
Please consider supporting their efforts by bringing 
a new, unwrapped toy to the Winter Performances. A 
collection box will be available in the theater lobby. Your 
gift of a new toy will bring much happiness to a needy 
child during the upcoming holiday season.
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Celebrating Janet Trivino: 
30 Years of Dedicated Service to The HARID Conservatory 

Long before prospective students even set foot on HARID’s campus, it is likely they and their parents already 
know and appreciate Janet Trivino. As the key administrative support professional for the past thirty years, 
Janet liaises between the Conservatory’s leadership, faculty, and staff and the students and their families. She 
began doing so even before the first group of students arrived in the fall of 1988!

As the first point of contact for prospective students, Janet continues to be a vital resource as dancers are 
selected for the summer intensive and travel to the Conservatory from all over the world. For those invited 
to continue their studies during the academic year, she plays a central role in disseminating and organizing 
information for the incoming class. Janet is beloved by all of those she serves; this is made abundantly clear by 
the warm roar of applause she receives each spring at HARID’s commencement.

Born in Colombia, Janet moved with her family first to Brooklyn, New York, and then to Florida, where she completed middle and 
high school in Ocala and Coral Springs. After earning her Associate of Arts degree at Broward Community College, Janet asked 
a family friend about part-time employment opportunities. Her friend’s mother, who worked at a local law firm in Boca Raton, 
inquired about positions on Janet’s behalf. The firm’s partners shared that they had no vacancies at the time; however, they were 
seeking administrative support for a dance school that would soon be opening. The partners, as it turned out, were founding 
trustees of The HARID Conservatory. Janet accepted the position and—in August, 1987—she began working out of a small office in 
Deerfield Beach. Under the direction of HARID’s founding managing director, Jeannot Cerrone, Janet’s first task was assembling an 
audition tour aimed at recruiting talent for the school’s inaugural class.

Janet does not hesitate when asked what has kept her at the Conservatory for thirty years. “The students, for sure. I’ve never 
come across teenagers who have so much resilience and discipline—and they are so well rounded. Some of them leave home 
when they’re thirteen or fourteen years old and move thousands of miles away from their families. HARID students have the most 
determination and drive of anyone you will ever meet, especially considering how young they are.”

Janet shared that she is continually inspired by watching the students develop while at the Conservatory, as well as by what they 
accomplish professionally after graduating. “It brings me such a deep sense of joy when I see the HARID generations connect. They 
seek each other out, mentor each other, and support one another within the profession, even if they graduated ten or fifteen years 
apart from one another.”

Janet also cites the Conservatory’s unifying mission as an incentive to continue working at the school. “It’s very clear that HARID’s 
faculty and staff members make the students their top priority. Every decision is made with the utmost concern for what will be 
best for the artistic and personal development of each HARID dancer.”

When asked if she ever met HARID’s founding donor, Fred Lieberman (who remained anonymous until his death in 2008), Janet 
laughs and, with a twinkle in her eye, says, “No, I never met him. But, I was the employee responsible for depositing the checks we 
received from him in the early years.” When asked if she would change anything about her time at HARID, Janet shared, “I wish I’d 
had the opportunity to thank Fred Lieberman personally for creating such an amazing school. HARID has changed the lives of so 
many people, including mine.”

Winter Performances, December 16 and 17!
Despite a two-week closure caused by Hurricane Irma, HARID’s faculty and dancers are determined to 
complete rehearsals in time to present this year’s Winter Performances on December 16 and 17 at the 
Countess de Hoernle Theater. Both performances will begin at 3:00 p.m.

This year’s program will open with the Excerpts from Giselle, Act I, including the Peasant Pas de Deux 
and Giselle’s solo dance. Next, will be the premiere of a new modern piece created by HARID’s modern-
dance instructor, Lauren Carey. The Hungarian Czardas from Raymonda, Act III will follow, prior to 
intermission. Afterward, you will enjoy all the wonderful divertissements from Act II of The Nutcracker, 
including the Arabian, Spanish, and Russian dances; Dance of the Mirlitons; Waltz of the Flowers; and 
the Grand Pas de Deux.

Tickets are $30 and $25 (half price for children and full-time students), and are available at 2285 Potomac 
Road in Boca Raton (9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. weekdays) or by telephone at 561-998-8038. You can also 
purchase your tickets (and select your seats) online at www.harid.edu/performances. The Countess de 
Hoernle Theater is located at 5100 Jog Road, just north of Yamato Road, in Boca Raton.

Please join us on December 16 or 17 for HARID’s Winter Performances!

The Grand Pas de Deux from HARID’s  
The Nutcracker.



2018 Summer Intensive 
Auditions Scheduled 

Recruitment for HARID’s 2018 Summer Intensive will 
begin early in the new year. Auditions will be held in 
eighteen cities across the United States. Dancers currently in 
academic grades 8–11 are eligible to attend the auditions:

We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s  
Fall Newsletter. The next issue will be published in March.

Sponsored in part by 
The State of Florida, Department of State,  

Division of Cultural Affairs and the 
Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

ABT Principal Dancer, 
Isabella Boylston 
(HARID Class of 2005).

Dancers currently in academic grades 8–11 may apply.

Support HARID’s Dancers by Becoming a Sustaining Contributor
As a sustaining contributor, rather than making a single, annual contribution to HARID, you can now conveniently pledge to have an 
affordable amount deducted from your bank account or charged to your credit card each month on a day of your choosing.

How will this positively affect HARID? As an example, if you customarily make a single, annual contribution of $100 to the school, 
perhaps—instead—you can pledge $15 each month as a sustaining contributor. If this monthly amount is affordable, you will 
effectively nearly double your annual contribution, from $100 to $180. If a sufficient number of friends and supporters become 
sustaining contributors and increase their giving in such a way, just imagine the difference it will make for our students!

Please consider this convenient, affordable, and effective way to increase your support of HARID’s hard-working young artists. With 
your added commitment, we will ensure sufficient financial aid remains available for families that need help.

To become a sustaining contributor, please visit www.harid.edu/contribute. (You can change or cancel your monthly pledge at any 
time by calling Annabel Russell at 561-997-2677.)

And, if you choose not to become a sustaining contributor, we will be grateful to receive your one-time contribution as well! Please 
help us reach our $100,000 annual-fund goal.
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Tulsa, OK, January 12
Richardson, TX, January 13

Houston, TX, January 14
Denver, CO, January 26

Kansas City, MO, January 27
Chicago, IL, January 28

Boca Raton, FL, February 3
Orlando, FL, February 3
Tampa, FL, February 4

Chula Vista, CA, February 9
Encino, CA, February 10

San Francisco, CA, February 11
Noblesville, IN, February 23

Atlanta, GA, February 24
Charlotte, NC, February 25

Brookline, MA, March 2
Washington, DC, March 3

New York, NY, March 4

HARID Announces New Scholarship 
Program for Female Dancers 

The HARID Conservatory is pleased to 
announce a new initiative to support the 
training of young female dancers. The 
Isabella Boylston Scholarship program 
will provide a number of qualified finalists 
the opportunity to attend HARID’s four-
week Summer Intensive on scholarship. 
During the Summer Intensive, they will 
compete for a grand prize: the Isabella 
Boylston Scholarship. The Scholarship, 
valued at $5,000, will support the winner’s 
continued studies at the school during the 
subsequent academic year. 

HARID director, Gordon Wright, stated, “We’re pleased to name 
this new scholarship initiative in honor of Isabella Boylston, one 
of HARID’s most-distinguished alumni. Isabella is enjoying an 
esteemed career as a principal artist with American Ballet Theatre 
in New York City. The new scholarship is intended to match HARID’s 
existing Marcelo Gomes Scholarship, which supports the training 
of young male dancers at the school. It is rightful that both female 
and male dancers now have access to such prestigious awards. 
Being named the winner of a scholarship bearing either Isabella’s 
or Marcelo’s name will be a tremendous honor and a feather in 
the cap of any young dancer.” 

Dance students in academic grades 8 – 11 are invited to apply to 
the Isabella Boylston and Marcelo Gomes Scholarship programs 
by attending a HARID Summer Intensive audition during the 
winter months, or by submitting an electronic application. The 
finalists are selected by a jury comprised of HARID’s director 
and ballet faculty. Winners of the academic-year scholarships 
are announced at the conclusion of HARID’s annual Summer 
Intensive. 

If you would like to help underwrite the Isabella Boylston or 
Marcelo Gomes Scholarship program, please contact Annabel 
Russell or Gordon Wright at the school (561-997-2677).

Audition locations and times may be found at 
www.harid.edu/auditions.
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