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Winter Performances Well Received
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As is the tradition at The HARID Conservatory, the 2017
Winter Performances presented a mixed program of ballet,
modern, and character dances followed by a second act
featuring Act II of The Nutcracker. The show opened with
Excerpts from Giselle, Act I, staged by Svetlana Osiyeva and
Meelis Pakri. Julia Vinez captured the spirit of a young
peasant girl in love for the first time. Costumed in kneelength tulle peasant dresses of different colors, Vinez was
joined on stage by classmates Rosemary DeIorio, Anna
Gonzalez, Lauren Leb, and Ana Vega. Catherine Doherty
and Alexis Valdes performed the Peasant Pas de Deux
with graceful athleticism.

Dance of the Mirlitons from The Nutcracker

Modern-dance faculty member Lauren Carey staged an original composition entitled Vessel, which
provided the dancers an opportunity to express a different side of themselves as artists. The lighting for
this minimalist work, designed and executed by Paul Safran, complemented the music and transported
the audience to a different time and space. Dancers Christopher Woodyard and Anna Gonzalez stood out
in this work for their versatility and precision.
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HARID is fortunate to include character dance in its curriculum, since not all American ballet schools have
access to qualified teachers. Bertha Valentin set the Hungarian Czardas from Raymonda, Act III on two
casts of dancers. Lauren Leb and Alexis Valdes were joyous in their presentation as the leading couple
on Saturday, as were Catherine Doherty and Tyler Diggs on Sunday. The rich, teal costumes, on loan from
Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet, completed the picture.
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The Nutcraker, Act II always brings the Winter Performances
to a festive close. Alexey Kulpin, Svetlana Osiyeva, Meelis
Pakri, and Victoria Schneider collaborated to present a
sparkling rendition of these familiar divertissements.
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HARID’s Class of 2018 Largest Ever!
HARID looks forward to celebrating its largest-ever graduating class in May. Fifteen students will
receive their high-school diplomas at Commencement on May 29. Congratulations to Tiffany
Chatfield, Chloe Crenshaw, Elizabeth Donner, Natalia Duran, Bela Erlandson, Anna Gonzalez, Dany
Guillen, Caitlin Herzog, Josiah Lax, Catherine McGregor, Wei-Jie Sun, Yu-Jhe, Sun, Julia Vinez, Megan
Williams, and Christopher Woodyard. Each of the seniors has been busy exploring opportunities for
next year at university dance programs and with various ballet companies.

Looking Forward to HARID’s
Spring Performances
This year’s Spring Performances, to be presented over Memorial Day weekend, will
feature a selection of memorable—and challenging—works.
Marius Petipa’s Act III of Swan Lake contains one of the most renowned classical pas
de deux, in which Prince Siegfried is enraptured by the black swan, Odile. Other
engaging dances within Act III include those of the Princesses and the Jester, along
with the Spanish, Neapolitan, and Mazurka divertissements. And, as an added delight,
HARID is including the charming Waltz from Act I in the production.
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The Fairy Doll pas de trois was created by Nikolai and Sergei Legat to music by Ricardo
Drigo. Premiered in 1903, it is a “pas d’action” for three dancers. Two comical pierrots
quarrel and attempt to out dance one another in an effort to impress the beautiful
Fairy Doll. A light-hearted yet demanding work, The Fairy Doll is certain to entertain
and enthrall.

Black Swan Pas de Deux from HARID’s 2011 production

Montreal-based choreographer, Mark Godden returned this winter to create another
ballet for the students. In May, twelve dancers will have the rewarding experience of
premiering a new work created just for them! It Goes Without Saying is set to music
by Nico Muhly and features an intriguing series of solos, duets, and ensemble work.

The Spring Performances will be presented at the Countess de Hoernle Theater (5100 Jog Road in Boca Raton) on Friday, May 25, at
7:30 p.m., and on Saturday, May 26, and Sunday, May 27, at 3:00 p.m. Tickets are available on line at www.harid.edu/performances,
where you can select your seat(s) and pay securely by credit card. You may also purchase tickets by telephone at 561-998-8038, or
in person at HARID’s ticket office (2285 Potomac Road, Boca Raton, 33431, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. weekdays). HARID is pleased to offer
tickets for the Friday, May 25 performance at a $10.00 discount.
Join us at this year’s Spring Performances!

HARID’s 2018 Summer Intensive,
June 25–July 20

On Tuesday, April 24, HARID will again be a participating
organization in the Great Give Palm Beach & Martin
Counties, a 24-hour online giving event led by the
Community Foundation for Palm Beach County, United
Way of Palm Beach County and United Way of Martin
County. The campaign is designed to raise as much
money as possible for local nonprofits in a single day.
Every local gift will be multiplied by additional funds
from a bonus pool raised by the Community Foundation.

Up to sixty talented young dancers plan to attend HARID’s fourweek Summer Intensive in June and July. Students from across the
United States and several other countries will enjoy daily classes
in ballet, modern, jazz, and character dance. The students have
been selected from more than three-hundred applicants who
attended auditions held in sixteen cities across the United States
earlier this winter. At the end of the summer program, decisions
will be made regarding admissions for the 2018–19 academic year.

Please mark April 24 (midnight to midnight) on
your calendar. During that time, simply visit www.
greatgiveflorida.org and enter “The HARID Conservatory”
in the search bar. Your generous contribution will be
greatly appreciated. And, the more money HARID raises,
the more bonus money it will receive. Help us take full
advantage of the Great Give on April 24!
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Meet HARID’s Resident Choreographer, Mark Godden
HARID is pleased to acknowledge and thank resident choreographer, Mark Godden, for
his incredible twenty-five-year association with the Conservatory.
Godden initially studied to be an actor, but in 1981 he moved from his home in Dallas,
Texas, to enroll in the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School’s Professional Division. He graduated
from the School three years later and joined the corps de ballet of the RWB Company.
Mark was soon promoted to the rank of Soloist and danced leading roles in numerous
classical and neo-classical ballets. European modernist choreographers Hans van
Manen, Rudi van Dantzig, and Jiri Kylian regularly cast him in their ballets.
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By the mid-1980s, Godden was beginning to create ballets himself. While he continued
to dance into the 1990s, it quickly became evident that his future lay in choreography.
Many of Godden’s early choreographic projects were presented at the Royal Winnipeg
Ballet’s annual choreographic workshop, Fast Forward.
In 1989, Godden won the Clifford E. Lee Choreographic Award to create Sequoia, which
remains in the repertoire of several companies. His 1990 composition, Myth, won top
honors for new choreography at the International Ballet Competition in Varna, Bulgaria,
and, in 1991, he shared first prize for new choreography at the International Ballet
Competition in Helsinki, Finland, for La Princesse et le Soldat. As a result of these successes,
Godden was appointed the first resident choreographer of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet.
Mark has created original works for more than twenty-five professional dance companies,
including Alberta Ballet, American Repertory Ballet, Ballet Contemporáneo (Argentina),
BalletMet, Ballet Nacional de Peru, Boston Ballet, Royal Winnipeg Ballet, Compañia
Nacional de Danza (Mexico), Les Grands Ballets Canadiens du Montreal, Milwaukee Ballet, Charlotte Ballet, and Northern Ballet
Theatre (England).
HARID resident choreographer, Mark Godden

Godden’s first full-length ballet, Dracula, was nominated for a Dora Mavor Moore Award. It was later adapted for television
(directed by Guy Maddin) and received the Monaco Film Festival Award for dance. Another of his ballets, Magic Flute, was also
adapted for film (directed by Barbara Willis) and won a Gemini for Best Ensemble Performance. In 1997, he was awarded the
prestigious Choo San Goh Award for Choreography.
In 2006, Mark represented Canada by directing and
choreographing the flag-handover ceremony at the Olympic
Games in Torino, Italy.
In 2014, Godden’s full-length ballet Going Home Star—Truth
and Reconciliation, a three-year project based on the forced
assimilation of Canada’s First Nations Peoples, received rave
reviews following its premiere by the Royal Winnipeg Ballet.
The ballet subsequently completed a successful Canadian tour
that began at the National Arts Center in Ottawa.
More recently, Mark created a new work (Scheherazade) for
UNAM in Mexico City and Jalisco Ballet in Guadalajara. In
addition, he restaged A Midsummer Night’s Dream for Ballet
Memphis, and As Above So Below for the Ballet Nacional in Lima,
Peru. He also restaged Angels in the Architecture for Milwaukee
Ballet and Charlotte Ballet, and Dracula for the Royal Winnipeg
Ballet. Mark plans to return to Peru in the coming months to
create a new production of Carmen.
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The HARID Conservatory is fortunate and grateful to have Mark
Godden as resident choreographer. Over the past twentyfive years, he has created more than twenty new works and
restaged a number of his existing ballets for the school. Bravo,
and thank you, Mark!

From Godden’s Fable, premiered by HARID in 2011
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Competition News
This past February, Bela Erlandson, a senior from Irvine,
California, was awarded the Grand Prix following his
participation in the Dallas, Texas, regional Youth America
Grand Prix (YAGP) ballet competition. As a result, Bela will
travel with his teacher, Meelis Pakri, to New York City in April
to participate in the YAGP International Final. (Bela was also
this year’s recipient of HARID’s Rudolf Nureyev Award.)
Florida native, Julia Vinez—also a senior—recently
participated in the ADC International Ballet Competition
held in St. Petersburg, Florida. There, she received the Round
One Award after being judged against all competitors at the
competition and placed in the “Top 25” in her age bracket
(approximately 150 competitors) in the contemporary-dance
category. Congratulations, Julia!

Annual-Fund Campaign Vital to
HARID’s Continued Success
HARID remains North America’s only tuition-free professionaltraining school for dancers. Nevertheless, the families of many
students cannot afford the fees for room and board. The funds
used to provide financial assistance for such families are raised
each year through HARID’s Annual Fund Campaign.
Once again, this year, we seek to raise $100,000 from individuals
and private foundations. We need your help to achieve our fundraising goal by June 30.
Please support our talented young dancers by contributing
generously to HARID’s Annual-Fund Campaign. Each and every
dollar will be used to offset the fees for student housing and
meals. The dancers and their families—along with the faculty and
staff—will be grateful for your help.
Ensure the continued availability of student financial aid by
making a generous, tax-deductible contribution today. Thank
you.

National Honor Society News
On February 26, seven students were inducted into the HARID
Chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS). Congratulations to
Ian Anderson-Conlon, Colette Blake, Elizabeth Donner, Amanda
Holt, Josiah Lax, Catherine McGregor, and Joshua Van Dyke.
The criteria for NHS membership are outstanding scholarship,
leadership, service, and character.

Bela Erlandson, with his teacher and coach, Meelis Pakri

HARID’s National Honor Society plans to support Tri-County
Animal Rescue and Porres Place Literacy Center by contributing
$200 to each organization. The funds were raised during the
NHS pointe-shoe auction held during the Winter Performances
in December. In April, NHS members will glean food at a farm in
Delray Beach and donate it to local food banks and soup kitchens.
In May, NHS will utilize HARID’s kitchen facilities to prepare a
delicious dinner for delivery to Place of Hope Rinker Campus, a
group foster home.
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Julia Vinez (center) in Giselle, Act I,

National Honor Society inductees

We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s Spring Newsletter. The next issue will be published in November.
Don’t forget to order your tickets for the upcoming Spring Performances, May 25–27!
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