
The Morris and Elfriede Stonzek Spring Performances, 
presented last May, served as a fitting celebration of the 
2018 graduating class and a wonderful way to kick off 
Memorial Day weekend. In keeping with tradition, the 
performances opened with a presentation of the fifteen 
seniors who would receive their diplomas the following 
week—HARID’s largest-ever graduating class.  

The program opened with The Fairy Doll Pas de Trois, 
staged by Svetlana Osiyeva and Meelis Pakri. Catherine 
Doherty sparkled as the fairy doll, in an exquisite pink tutu, 
while David Rathbun and Jaysan Stinnett (cast as the two 
pierrots competing for her attention) accomplished 
the challenging technical elements of the ballet while endearingly portraying their comedic characters.

The next work on the program was the premiere of It Goes 
Without Saying, choreographed for HARID by resident 
choreographer Mark Godden. Set to music by Nico Muhly 
and rehearsed by Alexey Kulpin, this work stretched the 
artistic scope of the dancers by requiring them to speak 
on stage and move in unison to music that is not always 
melodically driven. The ballet featured a haunting pas de 
deux, performed maturely by Anna Gonzalez and Alexis 
Valdes, and a spirited, playful duet for dancers Tiffany 
Chatfield and Chloe Crenshaw. 

 The second half of the program featured Excerpts from 
Swan Lake, Acts I and III. The Waltz from Act I, staged by 

Victoria Schneider, was an elegant way to welcome the audience to the court where Siegfried and Odile 
would later perform their seductive and dramatic pas de deux. Alexis Valdes and Jaysan Stinnett were both 
entertaining as different casts of the court jester. The four princesses, each vying for Siegfried’s attention, 
were beautifully presented as a result of Svetlana Osiyeva’s 
careful rehearsal. The Spanish and Neapolitan dances, 
prepared by Alexey Kulpin, were danced with great flair, 
as was the Mazurka, prepared by HARID’s character-dance 
teacher, Bertha Valentin. The colorful, textured costumes, 
on loan from Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet, added 
further richness to the production. 

The principal roles of Odile and Siegfried were performed 
by Julia Vinez and Bela Erlandson on Friday and Sunday, 
and by Lauren Leb and Hidetora Tabe on Saturday. These 
roles challenge even the most seasoned professionals 
and, through expert coaching from Svetlana Osiyeva and 
Meelis Pakri, both casts of dancers accomplished them with aplomb. 
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A scene from the Black Swan Pas de Deux, Swan Lake, Act III

From Mark Godden’s It Goes Without Saying

The Fairy Doll Pas de Trois
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HARID is pleased to welcome Brett Puterbaugh to the Board of Trustees. A wealth-
management advisor with Merrill Lynch, he brings to HARID a diverse background 
of experience in business, law, and financial management. Mr. Puterbaugh earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science at Brigham Young University–Hawaii before 
completing a Master’s Degree in Dispute Resolution and a Juris Doctorate Degree 
at Pepperdine University School of Law. He and is wife Shenley, along with their 
two children, are residents of Boca Raton.

HARID Welcomes New Trustee
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Scholarships Presented Following 
HARID’s Summer Intensive

On July 20, at the conclusion of HARID’s four-week Summer Intensive, director Gordon 
Wright and the ballet faculty were pleased to present scholarships to two outstanding 
students.  

Mariam Tiews, a fourteen-year-old dancer from Tulsa, Oklahoma, was honored with the 
Isabella Boylston Scholarship. Named after American Ballet Theatre principal dancer and 
HARID graduate, Isabella Boylston (Class of 2005), the $5,000 scholarship is assisting 
Mariam with her ongoing studies at HARID this year. 

Sixteen-year-old Julian Gan, from Malaysia, was awarded HARID’s $5,000 Male Dancer 
Scholarship to help with his continued studies at the school. Julian’s impressive work 

during the Summer Intensive provided a strong indication of his considerable potential as a dancer. 

Congratulations, Mariam and Julian!

Fifty-seven dancers attended the Summer Intensive. They came from all regions of the United States and from as far away as Australia, 
Brazil, Canada, England, Japan, Malaysia, Panama, Paraguay, Singapore, Spain, and Taiwan. 

Scholarship recipients, Julian Gan and Mariam Tiews

HARID’s dancers are new members of the Boca Raton YMCA

HARID Partners with the Boca Raton YMCA 
For years, HARID’s dancers have made a tradition of entertaining children at the Peter Blum Family 
YMCA Halloween Party by performing the famous zombie dance from Michael Jackson’s Thriller. This 
year, the event was held on October 27 and the dancers were, once again, a hit with the children.

In an effort to provide increased recreation and fitness opportunities, HARID has arranged for the 
dancers to receive student memberships to the Boca Raton YMCA. They now have access to all the 
“Y’s” wonderful facilities and classes. Director, Gordon Wright, commented: “I’m grateful to Executive 
Director, Chris Sapp, and his staff for welcoming our students to the YMCA. The dancers are thrilled by 
the opportunities to swim, exercise, or take a yoga class.”

This Year’s Student Outreach Program “Sold Out”
When HARID distributed information about this year’s Student Outreach Performances to South Palm Beach County school 
teachers, the response was immediate and somewhat overwhelming. Within several weeks, seating requests filled both scheduled 
performances to capacity. This means that, on December 12 and 13, HARID’s Divertissements from The Nutcracker, Act II, will be 
enjoyed by 1,600 fourth and fifth graders.

HARID’s Student Outreach Performances offer an entertaining and educational experience for local school children. The 
performances, held at the Countess de Hoernle Theater, are provided at no cost to the students and their schools. 

2018 Rudolf Nureyev Award recipient, Alexis Valdes, performing with classmate Lauren Leb

Academic-Year Award Recipients Named
This year’s prestigious Rudolf Nureyev Award has been presented to Alexis 
Valdes, a senior from Miami, Florida. Valued at $5,000, the award is being used 
to offset Alexis’ room and board fees during his final year of study.

The Ruth Nelson Kraft Awards Foundation continues to provide generous 
assistance grants for a number of HARID students each year. Tyler Diggs, a 
senior from Holland, Pennsylvania; Mimi Lamar, a sophomore from McKinney, 
Texas; and Alice Summit, a sophomore from Wilmington, North Carolina, each 
received Ruth Nelson Kraft Awards. Congratulations to this year’s recipients!
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Winter Performances Scheduled 
for December 15 and 16!

In the 1930s, Pyotr Gusev created Harlequinade Pas de Deux using 
various pieces of music by composer Riccardo Drigo. This still-
popular and entertaining concert ballet will open HARID’s Winter 
Performances on December 15 and 16 at the Countess de Hoernle 
Theater in Boca Raton.

Also on the program will be a Greek folk dance, Sirtaki, staged 
by HARID’s character-dance teacher, Bertha Valentin, and the 
premiere of a new modern-dance piece created by teacher and 
choreographer, Lauren Carey.

Following intermission, as is HARID’s holiday tradition, the 
wonderful divertissements from Act II of The Nutcracker will be 
presented, including the Arabian, Spanish, and Russian dances; 
Dance of the Mirlitons; Waltz of the Flowers; and the Grand Pas 
de Deux.

Tickets are $30 and $25 (half price for children and full-time 
students), and are available at 2285 Potomac Road in Boca Raton 
(9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. weekdays) or by telephone at 561-998-8038. 
You can also purchase your tickets (and select your seats) online at 
www.harid.edu/performances. The Countess de Hoernle Theater 
is located at 5100 Jog Road, just north of Yamato Road, in Boca 
Raton.

Please join us on December 15 or 16 for HARID’s Winter 
Performances!

Make a Child Happy.  
Bring an New, Unwrapped Toy 

to the Winter Performances
The HARID Chapter of the National Honor Society will 
host a toy drive in December in support of Toys for Tots. 
Please consider supporting their efforts by bringing a new, 
unwrapped toy to the Winter Performances. A collection 
box will be available in the theater lobby. Your gift of a new 
toy will bring much happiness to a needy child during the 
upcoming holiday season.

Support HARID’s Dancers by
Becoming a Sustaining Contributor

As a sustaining contributor, rather than making a single, annual 
contribution to HARID, you can now conveniently pledge to 
have an affordable amount deducted from your bank account or 
charged to your credit card each month on a day of your choosing. 

How will this positively affect HARID? As an example, if you 
customarily make a single, annual contribution of $100 to the 
school, perhaps—instead—you can pledge $15 each month as a 
sustaining contributor. If this monthly amount is affordable, you 
will effectively nearly double your annual contribution, from $100 
to $180. If a sufficient number of friends and supporters become 
sustaining contributors and increase their giving in such a way, 
just imagine the difference it will make for our students!

Please consider this convenient, affordable, and effective way 
to increase your support of HARID’s hard-working young artists. 
With your added commitment, we will ensure sufficient financial 
aid remains available for families that need help.

To become a sustaining contributor, please visit www.harid.edu/
contribute. (You can change or cancel your monthly pledge at any 
time by calling Annabel Russell at 561-997-2677.)

And, if you choose not to become a sustaining contributor, we will 
be grateful to receive your one-time contribution as well! Please 
help us reach our $100,000 annual-fund goal.

2019 Summer Intensive 
Auditions Scheduled

Recruitment for HARID’s 2019 Summer Intensive will occur in 
January with auditions in eighteen cities across the United States. 
Dancers currently in academic grades 8–11 are eligible to attend 
the auditions: 

January 11: Brookline, MA; Sacramento, CA
January 12: New York, NY; Encino, CA; Orlando, FL
January 13: Washington, DC; Chula Vista, CA; Tampa, FL
January 18: Denver, CO; Chicago, IL
January 19: Tulsa, OK; Cincinnati, OH; Boca Raton, FL
January 20: Kansas City, MO; Charlotte, NC
January 25: Atlanta, GA
January 26: Richardson, TX
January 27: Houston, TX

Audition locations and times can be found at  
www.harid.edu/auditions.

The Grand Pas de Deux from HARID’s The Nutcracker, Act II 
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We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s Fall 
Newsletter. The next issue will be published in March.

Sponsored in part by The State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs 
and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.
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• Henry Grey grew up in 
New Zealand where he 
began his dance studies. 
In the spring of 2012, he 
was introduced to HARID’s 
director, Gordon Wright, at 
a ballet competition in New 
York City. At that time, Wright 
offered Henry a scholarship to 
attend the school’s Summer 
Intensive. Henry was then 
invited to enroll at HARID as 
a freshman for the 2012–13 
academic year. In 2014, Henry 
was the recipient of HARID’s 

Fred Lieberman Award for 
Excellence and, the following 

year, he received the prestigious Rudolf Nureyev Award. 

In May of 2016, Henry completed his fourth year of study at HARID 
and graduated. A few months later, as a result of a whirlwind 
audition tour of Europe he had undertaken the previous winter, 
Henry was invited to join the corps de ballet of Bayerisches 
Staatsballett (Bavarian State Ballet) in Munich, Germany.

Henry’s hard work, strength, stature (he is 6 feet, 4 inches tall), 
and abilities ensured that he was quickly recognized and cast in 
numerous ballets. Recently, in advance of his third season with 
the Company, he was promoted to the rank of Soloist. 

Some of the roles Henry has performed in Munich include Radscha, 
the caterpillar in  Christopher Wheeldon’s Alice´s Adventures in 
Wonderland; the Pas de Six in John Cranko’s Taming of the Shrew; 
Demetrius in John Neumeier’s  A Midsummer Night’s Dream; the 
Matador in Don Quixote; and various featured roles in Raymonda.

• Cincinnati-born James 
Sofranko graduated from 
HARID in 1997. During his 
studies at the school, he 
received the Fred Lieberman 
Award for Excellence and the 
Jeannot B. Cerrone Award. 
James then completed a 
bachelor’s degree in dance 
at The Juilliard School in New 
York City before being invited 
to join San Francisco Ballet 
in the year 2000. He was 
promoted to Soloist in 2007. 

During his very successful, 
eighteen-year career with 
San Francisco Ballet, James 

performed in works by many of the world’s most notable 
choreographers, including William Forsythe, Liam Scarlett, Justin 
Peck, Alexei Ratmansky, Edwaard Liang, Lar Lubovitch, Wayne 

Henry Grey in HARID’s 2016 production of  
La Bayadere

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
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Grand Rapids Ballet’s new artistic director,  
James Sofranko 
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In addition to HARID’s annual-
campaign, which raises funds for 
student financial aid, a number 
of valuable scholarship funds are 
also administered by the school.

The Rudolf Nureyev Endowed 
Fund—established with a 
generous grant from the Rudolf 
Nureyev Dance Foundation—
provides an annual assistance 
award for a male or female dancer 
who is already enrolled at HARID.
The Award provides financial help 
for dancers who have achieved 

significant progress at the school 
and demonstrate the potential for professional accomplishment.

The Isabella Boylston Scholarship is an annual award that 
recognizes and encourages a promising Summer-Intensive 
student to continue her studies at HARID the following academic 
year. The Male Dancer Scholarship is a similar award for a 
male student who warrants recognition and encouragement 
following HARID’s Summer Intensive.

 If you would like to contribute to the Rudolf Nureyev Endowed 
Fund, or help underwrite the Isabella Boylston or Male Dancer 
Scholarship programs, please contact Annabel Russell or Gordon 
Wright at the school (561-997-2677).

McGregor, Mark Morris, Christopher Wheeldon, Paul Taylor, Hans 
Van Manen, Jiri Kylian, John Neumeier, Kenneth Macmillan, 
George Balanchine, and Jerome Robbins. 

In 2011, James received an Isadora Duncan Award (“Izzie”) for Best 
Performance in Yuri Possokhov’s Classical Symphony. He was also 
featured in the principal role of ‘Eddie’ in the Broadway touring 
company of Movin’ Out, a musical choreographed by Twyla Tharp 
to the songs of Billy Joel.

In 2012, James co-founded DanceFAR (Dance For A Reason), an 
annual benefit performance and after-party, to support the work 
of the Cancer Prevention Institute of California (CPIC).  Over a 
number of years, the event raised more than $450,000.

Never one to sit idle, James formed a new contemporary repertory 
company in San Francisco in 2014. SFDanceworks sold out many 
performances and featured works by Lar Lubovitch, José Limón, 
and world premieres by Penny Saunders (HARID Class of 1995) and 
James. (As a choreographer, James created a number of original 
works for the San Francisco Ballet School’s Trainee program, 
SFDanceworks, Long Beach Ballet, and Marin Dance Theatre.) 

Last January, it was announced that James would become the new 
artistic director of Grand Rapids Ballet in Michigan. The current, 
2018–19 season marks the beginning of this newest chapter in 
James Sofranko’s remarkable, always-developing dance career. 

Rudolf Nureyev


