
This past December, HARID presented another successful “mixed bill” of classical ballet, modern, 
and character dance. The playfully romantic  Harlequinade Pas de Deux—staged by faculty 
members Svetlana Osiyeva and Meelis Pakri—opened the program with engaging performances 
by Emma Courish and Alexis Valdes.

The premiere of Lauren Carey’s modern-dance piece, Mind’s Eye was next on the program. Set to 
music by Biosphere, the cast of nine dancers in white costumes interacted with themselves and 
a large white tarp, exploring and creating fascinating shapes and effects.

The students from Bertha Valentin’s character-dance class then performed  Sirtaki, a Greek 
folkdance created in 1964 for the film, “Zorba the Greek.” The twelve dancers did an admirable 
job executing the challenging complex and quick footwork in unison while maintaining the 
joyful spirit of the dance.

The Nutcraker, Act II  always brings the Winter Performances to a festive close. Alexey Kulpin, 
Svetlana Osiyeva, Meelis Pakri, and Victoria Schneider collaborated to present a sparkling 
rendition of these familiar divertissements. 
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Flying high in Harlequinade Pas de Deux, Winter PerformancesDancers performing Sirtaki during the Winter Performances

A
lex Srb photo ©

A
lex Srb photo ©

Great Give Palm Beach County
On Wednesday, April 24, HARID will again be a participating organization in the Great Give 

Palm Beach & Martin Counties, a 24-hour online giving event. The campaign is designed to 

raise as much money as possible for local nonprofits in a single day. Every local gift will be 

multiplied by additional funds from a bonus pool raised by the Community Foundation. 

Please mark April 24 (midnight to midnight) on your calendar. During that time, simply visit 

www.greatgiveflorida.org and enter “The HARID Conservatory” 

in the search bar. Your generous contribution will be greatly 

appreciated. And, the more money HARID raises, the more 

bonus money it will receive. Help us take full advantage of the 

Great Give on April 24!
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HARID’s Spring Performances Coming in May
Plans and rehearsals for HARID’s Spring Performances are progressing well. The program will, again, include a pleasing 
selection of classical and contemporary ballets.

Raymonda is one of the last notable ballets created by Marius Petipa. First performed in 1898 at the Mariinsky Theater 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, it tells the story of Raymonda, the niece of a French noblewoman; Jean de Brienne, to whom 
she is betrothed; and a dishonorable fellow named Abderman, who tries to court and then abduct Raymonda. (For 
his misbehavior, Abderman is eventually killed in a duel.) Act III of the ballet features a feast and much dancing in 
celebration of Raymonda’s and Jean de Brienne’s happy wedding.

Dances from Act III of Raymonda—along with the Waltz from Act I—
will be featured in HARID’s Spring Performances. Faculty members 
Alexey Kulpin, Svetlana Osiyeva, Meelis Pakri, and Victoria Schneider 
are staging this work. 

Also being presented is the renowned Paquita Pas de Trois. Created by 
Marius Petipa to music by Ludwig Minkus, it features a male and two 
female dancers in a series of challenging solo variations and a spirited 
finale. The Pas de Trois is being staged by Alexey Kulpin.  

The Grand Pas de Deux from the final scene of the ballet Don Quixote 
is one of the most well-known pas de deux in the classical-ballet 
repertoire. It is full of bravura dancing and is a staple of gala performances 
and ballet competitions. Faculty members Svetlana Osiyeva and Meelis Pakri are staging the challenging work for two 
of HARID’s seniors.

HARID’s resident choreographer, Mark Godden, has created another original contemporary ballet for the students, 
which will be premiered at the Spring Performances. Godden set his newest piece to Bach’s Violin Concerto in E Major 
during a three-week visit in March. Fourteen dancers make up the cast. 

The Spring Performances will be presented at the Countess de Hoernle Theater (5100 Jog Road in Boca Raton) on 
Friday, May 24, at 7:30 p.m., and on Saturday, May 25, and Sunday, May 26, at 3:00 p.m. Tickets are available online 
at www.harid.edu/performances, where you can select your seat(s) and pay securely by credit card. You may also 
purchase tickets by telephone at 561-998-8038, or in person at HARID’s ticket office (2285 Potomac Road, Boca Raton, 
33431, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. weekdays). HARID is pleased to offer tickets for the Friday, May 24 performance at a $10.00 
discount.

Join us at this year’s Spring Performances!

Raymonda, Spring Performances
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HARID’s Class of 2019
In May, HARID will celebrate the graduation of nine seniors. 
Congratulations and best wishes to Rosemary DeIorio, Tyler Diggs, 
Catherine Doherty, Lauren Leb, Anne Medich, Isabelle Morgan, 
Jaysan Stinnett, Ana Vega, and Alexis Valdes. Each will receive 
his or her high-school diploma at HARID’s Commencement on 
May 28. Throughout the winter months, the seniors were busy 
pursuing opportunities for employment or confirming plans 
for continued education. The results of their efforts will be 
announced from the stage during HARID’s Spring Performances.

National Pi Day Surprise
On March 14, HARID’s students acknowl-
edged National Pi Day by organizing a 
competition to see who could write out 
the most precise value of Pi from memory. 
While many did very well, there was a clear 
winner: Nanaho Nakajima correctly ex-
tended Pi to one-hundred-twenty-five 
decimal places! 
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National Honor Society Inductees

HARID Chapter of the 
National Honor Society

On March 4, eight students were inducted into the HARID 
Chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS). Congratulations 
to Jessica Boyle, Peirce Condo, Julian Gan, Amandine Kuebler, 
Anne Medich, Abigail Quinton, Alice Summit, and Mariam 
Tiews. The criteria for NHS membership are outstanding 
scholarship, leadership, service, and character.

To date, this year, HARID’s National Honor Society has 
participated in the Boca Helping Hands Food Drive and the 
Toys for Tots Toy Drive (during the Winter Performances). 
Upcoming projects include preparing and delivering dinner 
for the residents and staff at Place of Hope’s Rinker Campus, 
and making contributions to several local non-profit 
organizations.

HARID’s 2019 Summer 
Intensive, June 24–July 19

Sixty young dancers will attend HARID’s four-week 
Summer Intensive in June and July. Students from 
across the United States and a number of other 
countries will enjoy daily classes in ballet, modern, 
jazz, and character dance. Many of the students were 
recruited during recent auditions held in sixteen 
cities across the United States. Others were invited 
on the basis of their performance in various ballet 
competitions at which the ballet faculty officiated. 
At the end of the Summer Intensive, decisions will 
be made regarding admissions for the 2019–20 
academic year.

HARID Mourns the Loss of 
Long-Time Principal Pianist

After a brave and determined struggle against cancer, 
HARID principal pianist, Michael Lazzaro, passed 
away on January 5. Michael had been employed 
by the school for thirty years, having joined the 
Conservatory in 1988.

Growing up in Houston, Texas, Michael began his 
music studies at the age of seven. He must have 
progressed quickly: at the age of ten, he was hired as 
a church organist! Michael went on to earn a bachelor 
of music degree from the Cleveland Institute of Music, 
where his honors included the William Kurzban 
Prize in piano and election to Pi Kappa Lambda 
Honorary Musical Fraternity. After graduating, he 
joined the Institute’s piano faculty and worked as an 
accompanist for the Cleveland Ballet. Prior to joining 
HARID, he was a company pianist for the Houston 
Ballet. At HARID, Michael oversaw the music-studies 
curriculum, managed the other pianists, served 
as music director for performances, and provided 
accompaniment for guest instructors. 

Outside of HARID, Michael took great pleasure in 
being a member of the famed Bethesda-by-the-
Sea Episcopal Church Choir. Another passion—
perhaps due to his Italian heritage—was gourmet 
cooking. He made all the family recipes and enjoyed 
experimenting with Chinese and Indian cuisine.

HARID will remember Michael with fondness and 
respect.



We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s Spring Newsletter. The next issue will be published in November. 
Don’t forget to order your tickets for the upcoming Spring Performances, May 24–26!
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Teachers’ Open House

Competition News 
This past February, two of HARID’s male dancers participated in the regional 
Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP) ballet competition held in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina. Hidetora Tabe, a senior from Japan, was awarded first place 
in both the senior men’s classical ballet category and the senior men’s 
contemporary dance category. His classmate, Alexis Valdes, also a senior (from 
Miami), was awarded second place in the senior-men’s classical ballet category, 
and third place in the senior men’s contemporary dance category. (Alexis was 
also this year’s recipient of HARID’s Rudolf Nureyev Award.) As icing on the 
cake, the dancers’ teacher and coach, Meelis Pakri, was named an “Outstanding 
Teacher” at the competition. Both Hidetora and Alexis will travel to New York 
City in April to participate in the YAGP International Final. 

Also, at time of writing, two of HARID’s female dancers, Lauren Leb (a senior from Texas) and Gracie Joiner (a junior 
from Georgia) are participating in the ADC/International Ballet Competition, being held in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Annual-Fund Campaign Vital to HARID’s Continued Success 
HARID remains North America’s only tuition-free professional-training school for dancers. Nevertheless, the families of many 
students cannot afford the fees for room and board. The funds used to provide financial assistance for such families are 
raised each year through HARID’s Annual Fund Campaign. 

Once again, this year, we seek to raise $100,000 from individuals and private foundations. We need your help to achieve our 
fund-raising goal by June 30. 

Please support our talented young dancers by contributing generously to HARID’s Annual-Fund Campaign. Each and every 
dollar will be used to offset the fees for student housing and meals. The dancers and their families—along with the faculty 
and staff—will be grateful for your help. 

Ensure the continued availability of student financial aid by making a generous, tax-deductible contribution today. (And, by 
contributing during the April 24 Great Give, you’ll help HARID qualify for bonus funds!) 

HARID Welcomes South Florida Dance Teachers
Director, Gordon Wright, and faculty members Alexey Kulpin, Svetlana 
Osiyeva, Meelis Pakri, and Victoria Schneider, had the pleasure of 
welcoming fourteen dance teachers from various South Florida ballet 
schools to HARID’s campus on March 1. The guests were treated to a 
luncheon in HARID’s library; then invited to observe the students in 
their ballet classes. Coffee and dessert followed. The afternoon was an 
enjoyable break from everyone’s routine, with much conversation and 
sharing of news and ideas.

Hidetora and Alexis with their teacher Meelis Pakri


