Spring 2020

Winter Performances
This past December, HARID’s audience members were treated to another memorable program of
classical ballet, modern, and character dance.
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The Flames of Paris, staged by Svetlana Osiyeva and Meelis Pakri, opened the program. Danced by
Raven Loan and Julian Gan, the spirited pas de deux is a popular, often-staged portion of the original
full-length ballet premiered in 1932 at the Kirov Theater in St. Petersburg, Russia. HARID’s young
dancers clearly impressed those in attendance with their technical strength, precision, and stamina.
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The Belarusian character dance, Yurochka, was next
on the program. Staged by Bertha Valentin and
based on a production by the famous Moiseyev
Dance Company, the piece featured Emery Meroni
and Nolan Saito alternating as the soloist. Their
lively interactions with the other dancers were
playful and inviting. Character dance, with its
various styles, is a vital component of HARID’s
classical-dance curriculum due to the expressive
use of the upper body, coordination, and musicality
it imparts.
The premiere of Lauren Carey’s The End. And,
Again provided a more contemporary flavor to the
program. Set to music by Bryce Dessner and the
Kronos Quartet, the modern-dance piece featured six dancers in sepia-tone costumes and lighting.
Through a series of solo, duet, trio, and ensemble sections, the dancers explored movement that was
grounded and visceral. Jie-Siou Wu was notable for his athleticism and abandon in the piece.
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The Sugar Plum Fairy dances her variation in
The Nutcracker Grand Pas de Deux.
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Following intermission, as is HARID’s holiday tradition, the delightful divertissements from Act II of
The Nutcracker were presented by a fresh cast of young artists—including the Spanish Chocolates,
Dance of the Mirlitons, Russian Trepak, Arabian Coffee, and Chinese Tea. Teacher Alexey Kulpin’s
staging of the Arabian dance was sultry, yet precisely danced. Waltz of the Flowers, newly arranged
this year by faculty member Victoria
Schneider, was elegantly performed
by Mimi Lamar and Nathaniel
Lillington in one cast and by Maren
Goddard and Ted Harper in the other.
The crescendo of the holiday program
is always the Grand Pas de Deux, and
this year was no exception. Mayu
Nakayama and Amir Dodarkhojayev
gave a strong performance on
Saturday; and, on Sunday, Jade
Conner and Hidetora Tabe pulled out
all the stops to conclude the 2019
The dancers pose for a backstage photo following the
final performance of The Nutcracker.
Winter Performances on a high note.

COVID-19 Brings an Indefinite Closure to HARID
As with all Florida schools, HARID has been forced to close in response to the
Coronavirus outbreak. The students began returning home to their families on
March 16, with the last remaining international students departing for Malaysia
on the evening of March 19. Happily, everyone made it home safely, without
incident.
During the closure, HARID’s faculty members are maintaining contact with
their students, offering suggestions for maintaining strength and flexibility,
and even using internet technology to live-stream barre exercises for their
students to follow. Extraordinary circumstances require creative solutions!
Everyone wishes for an end to these difficult circumstances sooner, rather than
later. We look forward to reopening the school, inviting the students to return,
and resuming classes.
Cheyenne and Julian were the last to arrive back home (in Malaysia) following HARID’s closure.

HARID’s Class of 2020
The past two years, HARID has graduated record numbers of seniors. Perhaps as a result, the Class of 2020 will also set a
record: the smallest class ever! In May, HARID will celebrate the graduation of three seniors, all of whom are young men.
Congratulations and best wishes to Amir Dodarkhojayev, Julian Gan, and Hidetora Tabe. Each will receive his high-school
diploma at the end of May. Amir, Julian, and Hidetora have been busy pursuing various opportunities with ballet companies
and, happily, their searches have been quite successful. We will keep you informed of their plans as time goes on.

Accreditation by
ACCPAS Approved
Following a lengthy process involving the production of
a comprehensive self-study report, a multi-day, on-site
evaluation, and a subsequent review by the Commission
on Accreditation, HARID has been approved for
accreditation by the Accrediting Commission for
Community and Precollegiate Arts Schools (ACCPAS).
HARID’s formal listing is that of a “Professional Training
Program (Certificate of Completion, High School
Diploma).”
Formerly, HARID was accredited by the National
Association of Schools of Dance; however, because NASD
has become more focused on college- and universitylevel dance programs, it was felt that ACCPAS would
provide a better “fit” for HARID. We are pleased to have
been successful in our application and are confident
that the new accreditation will provide students and
their families with even greater confidence in the quality
of HARID’s programs and infrastructure.

HARID Chapter of the
National Honor Society
The criteria for National Honor Society (NHS) membership
are outstanding scholarship, leadership, service, and
character. On March 9, seven students were inducted into
the HARID chapter of the NHS. Congratulations to Annie
Fitzpatrick, Maren Goddard, Raven Loan, Delfina Mamone,
Emery Meroni, Alyssa Ramirez, and Nolan Saito.
Earlier in the year, the NHS conducted another successful
food drive and once again participated in the Toys-forTots campaign. Additional projects that have had to be
postponed include a gleaning project for local food banks
and preparing dinner for Place of Hope in Boca Raton.
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Congratulations to HARID’s new NHS members!

HARID’s Spring Performances Cancelled
Planning and rehearsals for HARID’s Spring Performances were well underway prior to the school’s forced closure on March 20.
Regretfully, because it is now apparent that the students will not be able to return in time to complete rehearsals and other
preparations, we must announce that the May 22–24 performances are cancelled.
We are deeply disappointed that you will not be able to enjoy the wonderful
program that was being planned by the faculty and dancers. Here is a glimpse of
what we had in store for you:
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La Fille Mal Gardée (or, literally, the Poorly Guarded
Girl) is one of the oldest and most important works
in the modern ballet repertoire. HARID was preparing
excerpts from a version of the ballet originally staged
in St. Petersburg, Russia, in 1885. Marius Petipa and
Lev Ivanov are credited with the choreography and
the music is by Peter Hertel. The ballet is a comic
love story of the best kind: it has a happy ending.
The Fairy Doll pas de trois
The principal characters, Lise and Colas, overcome
numerous obstacles, including an unwelcome suitor, and finally manage to find happiness together.
HARID’s production was to include a spirited Gypsy dance, an engaging waltz featuring numerous
couples, and the exquisite, well-known pas de deux for Lise and Colas.

King Louis XIV as the Sun King

Several popular pieces from recent HARID productions were being “revived” for May. The Fairy Doll Pas
de Trois is a comedic, yet touchingly romantic dance that features two pierrots competing for the attention of a beautiful fairy doll.
Original choreography is by Nicolai and Sergei Legat with music by Ricardo Drigo.
HARID’s presentation of Yurochka was well received during our Winter Performances this past
December (see page 1). Based on the warm response, we were confident you would enjoy seeing
it again.
In January and February, HARID’s resident choreographer,
Mark Godden, created yet another imaginative contemporary
ballet for the students. His new work, Conjuring Louis, is
centered around the Sun King, King Louis XIV, one of ballet’s
first great enthusiasts. The piece contains extraordinary
music, wonderful movement in the Godden style, and
intriguing effects. It promised to be a fascinating addition to
HARID’s repertoire.

The dancers prepare for Yurochka during HARID’s

Winter Performances.
If you have already acquired tickets for the nowcancelled Spring Performances, we encourage you to
consider your ticket purchase a donation to HARID. Your generous and considerate gesture
will do much to sustain the school during this challenging time. As an alternative, HARID
will refund the net purchase price of your tickets upon request. To request a refund, please send an email (Subject line: Ticket
refund request) to tickets@harid.edu, or call 561-998-8038 and leave a voice message. In either case, be sure to include your full
name and a contact telephone number. (In order to be honored, refund requests must be submitted on or before May 31.)
Choreographer Mark Godden coaches the
dancers during a rehearsal of Conjuring
Louis.

HARID’s 2020 Summer Intensive, June 22–July 17
HARID remains hopeful that its four-week Summer Intensive will take place as scheduled in June and July. Sixty-three
young dancers from across the United States and from several other countries are presently enrolled. They look forward
to enjoying daily classes in ballet, modern, jazz, and character dance. Many of the students were recruited during HARID’s
January auditions, held in sixteen cities across the United States. Others have been invited on the basis of their performance
in various ballet competitions at which HARID’s faculty members served as judges and master-class teachers.

info@harid.edu | www.harid.edu | 561.997.2677 | The HARID Conservatory | Spring 2020 | Page 3

Alumni Updates
In recent months, HARID has received and published numerous
new testimonials from its alumni. Each expresses gratitude for
the training, education, and nurturing he or she received at the
school. Visit www.harid.edu/alumni-testimonials to read their
comments.

In early February, two of HARID’s dancers participated in the
regional Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP) ballet competition
held in Dallas, Texas. Amir Dodarkhojayev, a senior from
Kazakhstan, was awarded first place in the senior men’s
classical-ballet category. Julian Gan, a
senior from Malaysia, was awarded second
place in both the senior men’s classicalballet and contemporary-dance categories.
As a result of their successes, both dancers
were invited to participate in the YAGP
international final that was to be held in
New York City in April. Unfortunately, but
necessarily, that event has been postponed
indefinitely.
Julian and Amir pose with their teacher and coach, Meelis Pakri, at the Dallas YAGP.
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Bela Erlandson (Class of 2018) has been promoted from the
studio company to the main company of the Dutch National
Ballet in Amsterdam.
Catie McGregor (Class of 2018) has been made an apprentice
with Colorado Ballet.
Liam Hogan (Class of 2017) has been promoted from apprentice
to corps de ballet member at Colorado Ballet.
Henry Grey (Class of 2016) has been promoted to soloist with
Bayerisches Staatsballet in Munich, Germany.
Ingrid Thoms (Class of 2016) has been promoted from the
studio company to the corps de ballet of American Ballet Theatre
in New York.
Andrea Fabbri (Class of 2015) has been promoted to the rank of
soloist at Estonian National Ballet.
Bryce Mitchell (Class of 2015) has enrolled at the Pratt Institute’s
School of Architecture.
Mimi Tompkins (Class of 2009) has left Ballet Arizona to study
at Columbia University in New York. She is also working in the
administrative offices of American Ballet Theatre.
Koto Ishihara (Class of 2008) has left San Francisco Ballet to
become a first soloist with the National Ballet of Canada.
Percy Perks (Class of 2002) is currently enrolled at the London
School of Economics and Political Science.
Andre Silva (Class of 2002) has rejoined Texas Ballet Theater in
Fort Worth.
Bridgett Zehr (Class of 2002) is now dancing with Badisches
Staatstheater Karlsruhe in Germany.
Robin Bangert (Class of 2001) has retired as a dancer with Texas
Ballet Theater and joined the faculty of the company’s school as
Advanced Teacher & Dance Ensemble Coordinator.
Joseph Morrissey (Class of 2001) is the current Director of Dance
at the Interlochen Arts Academy.
Angelina Sansone (Class of 2001) has retired from Kansas City
Ballet and joined the ballet faculty at the University of North
Carolina School of the Arts.
Sarah Smith (Class of 2001) has retired from American Ballet
Theatre and joined the ballet faculty of ABT’s J.K. Onassis School.
Kathleen Breen Combes (Class of 1999) has retired from Boston
Ballet and is now Executive Director of Festival Ballet Providence.
Olga Granda (Class of 1997) is Artistic Director and CEO of the
newly opened Sanctuary for the Arts in Coral Gables, Florida.
Marcelo Gomes (Class of 1995), a former star with American
Ballet Theatre, is joining Dresden Semperoper Ballett in Germany
as principal dancer and ballet master.

Competition News

2015 graduate, Andrea Fabbri, performing
with the Estonian National Ballet

Vanessa Lai (Class of 2013), coryphée with
Hong Kong Ballet, has provided a touching
testimonial about her time at the school.

Annual-Fund Campaign Remains
Vital to HARID’s Continued Success
HARID remains North America’s only tuition-free,
professional-training school for dancers. Nevertheless, the
families of many students cannot afford the fees for room
and board. The funds used to provide financial assistance for
such families are raised each year through HARID’s AnnualFund Campaign.
This year, we seek to raise $75,000 from individuals and
private foundations. While, obviously, the timing of this
appeal could not be worse, we hope you may be in a position
to help us achieve our fund-raising goal by June 30.
To the extent possible, please continue to support our
talented young dancers by contributing to HARID’s AnnualFund Campaign. Each and every dollar will be used to offset
the fees for student housing and meals next year. The dancers
and their families—along with the faculty and staff—will be
grateful for your help.

We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s Spring Newsletter. The next issue will be published in November.
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