Fall 2020

An Early Closing
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Last March, as the coronavirus pandemic became an increasing threat, HARID was forced
to close its residence hall and send the students home. Fortunately, and without incident,
they all made it home to their families across the country and around the world. HARID’s final
academic quarter was completed through online studies and virtual dance classes provided
by the faculty using Zoom meeting software.

HARID’s Class of 2020
On May 26, three HARID seniors received their high-school diplomas. Since then, Amir Dodarkhojayev
has begun his first season with the Orlando Ballet; Julian Gan remains hopeful about working with
Singapore Dance Theatre once conditions further improve there; and, Hidetora Tabe is now dancing
with Estonian National Ballet.
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The school’s traditional commencement and awards presentation was held in a non-traditional
manner. The faculty and staff hosted a virtual celebration to recognize the graduating class and
present numerous dance awards. More than eighty guests from around the world attended the
online event.
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This past summer, given the continued threat of the pandemic, HARID’s summer intensive
could not be held on the campus. Instead, the faculty provided the entire program virtually,
teaching in HARID’s studios, but in front of laptops and large computer monitors. The students
followed their classes from home. Despite the challenges and constraints, the summer
intensive was very successful. As a result, eighteen new students joined HARID’s twenty-one
returning students for the 2020–21 academic year.

The Challenges Continue
With the new school year well underway, the challenges continue. Because it remains unsafe to house dozens of students in
the school’s residence hall,
HARID is offering its entire
first semester virtually. The
students are pursuing their
academic studies from
home through Florida
Virtual School Global, and
the dance curriculum is
being taught using Zoom.
This will continue at least
until mid-January when
the semester ends.

An Empty Nest
For the faculty and staff, it is a little sad and lonely not having the students on campus.
We miss their smiles, their youthful enthusiasm, and, of course, their dancing. If you are
a HARID subscriber, we are certain you miss their dancing, too!
This past May, the Spring Performances were, out of necessity, cancelled. And, this
December’s Winter Performances have also been cancelled. It will be some time yet
before we’re able to enjoy the students on stage again.

New Beginnings
After graduating from HARID in 2013, Vanessa Lai joined the Hong
Kong Ballet. Her talent was acknowledged several years later when
she was promoted to Coryphée, a lead dancer in the corps de ballet.
This past summer, Vanessa made the bold decision to move to
Helsinki and join the Finnish National Ballet.
When she arrived, Vanessa immediately met Henry Grey, a 2016
graduate of HARID. Henry had joined the Bavarian State Ballet in
Munich following his graduation. Like Vanessa, he was promoted
several years later. Earlier this year, Henry also decided that a change
was in order. The coincidences don’t end there, however. This
summer, he left Munich and moved to Helsinki to join the Finnish
Vanessa Lai (left) and Henry Grey (center) in Finnish National Ballet’s Le Corsaire.
National Ballet as a 1st Soloist. And, in September, he and Vanessa
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made their debuts with the Company dancing the Pas de Trois des
Odalisques together in Le Corsaire. More recently they were featured together in a production of Val Caniparoli’s Jekyll and
Hyde. We wish Vanessa and Henry continued success—and more happy coincidences!
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Congratulations to
HARID’s most recent
Juilliard School Graduate

HARID Alumna Named
one of Pointe Magazine’s
2020 Stars of the Corps

In 2012, Alexander Sargent moved from his home in
Virginia to enroll at The HARID Conservatory. During
his four years at the school, he developed an increasing
interest in modern and contemporary dance, dance
composition, photography, and videography.

Dara Holmes, from Wilmington, North Carolina, enrolled
at HARID as a sophomore and graduated three years
later, in 2010. She was immediately recruited by the
Joffrey Ballet in Chicago as a trainee. Soon thereafter, she
was promoted into the Company.

At the end of his junior year, at the suggestion of HARID’s
director, Alex took on the challenge of producing a video
about the school from a student’s perspective. Alex’s
video far surpassed everyone’s expectations and has
since been viewed more than 3,500 times on YouTube.

During the past decade, Dara has been kept very busy
dancing in the ensemble. In recent years, however, she
has increasingly been cast in featured roles. Just last
season, she danced an energetic tap duet in Justin Peck’s
The Times Are Racing. She was also recognized for her
interpretation of Grace Poole, one of the characters in
Cathy Marston’s ballet, Jane Eyre.

Given his diverse interests and talents, Alex determined
that The Juilliard School would best allow him to
continue growing as a dancer, dancemaker, and visual
artist. He auditioned, was accepted, and—following his
graduation from HARID in May, 2016—moved to New
York to enroll.

HARID is proud of Dara and her accomplishments. We’re
happy that she has been deservedly recognized by
Pointe Magazine as a 2020 Star of the Corps.

This past spring, after
four years of study,
Alex graduated from
The Juilliard School
with a Bachelor of Fine
Arts Degree in Dance.
Congratulations, Alex!

Alexander Sargent, HARID Class of 2016.
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Support Our Ongoing Efforts to Assist the Dancers
HARID’s annual-fund campaign provides the financial aid that many students require in order to
attend the school. While HARID remains the only tuition-free school of its type in the country, fees
must be charged for room and board. Please help replenish our financial-aid fund so we will be
ready to help the students as soon as conditions allow them to return to campus. Your support is
vital, and it will be greatly appreciated. Visit www.harid.edu/contribute to make a donation.
Lyn Tally (Class of 1997)
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James Sofranko Never Stops Moving
HARID’s 1996 graduating class included fourteen dancers, many of whom went on to successful careers with major
companies. James Sofranko was certainly one of them. After receiving his HARID diploma, Jim enrolled at The Juilliard
School where he completed a bachelor of fine arts degree in dance.
From New York, Jim headed west to join the San Francisco Ballet. He remained there for eighteen years, rising to the rank
of soloist with the Company. Jim was featured in works by a “Who’s Who” list of choreographers, including William Forsythe,
Liam Scarlett, Justin Peck, Alexei Ratmansky, Lar Lubovitch, Mark Morris, Christopher Wheeldon, Paul Taylor, Hans Van
Manen, Jiří Kylián, John Neumeier, Kenneth MacMillan, George Balanchine, and Jerome Robbins. In addition, he danced the
principal role of “Eddie” in the Broadway touring company of Movin’ Out, a musical choreographed by Twyla Tharp to the
songs of Billy Joel.
In 2012, Jim co-founded DanceFAR (Dance For A Reason), an annual benefit performance and after party that raised over
$500,000 in support of the Cancer Prevention Institute of California.
Two years later, Jim formed a new contemporary repertory company in San Francisco called SFDanceworks. It has featured
works by Alejandro Cerrudo, Lar Lubovitch, and José Limón, along with a number of world premieres, including those
choreographed by Jim, himself,
and by Penny Saunders (HARID
Class of 1995).
In 2018, Jim was appointed the
new artistic director of Grand
Rapids Ballet in Michigan. Since
then, he has commissioned
numerous works by renowned
choreographers and initiated
a program, Jumpstart, that
encourages the company’s
dancers to explore and develop
their choreographic talents.
James Sofranko in San Francisco Ballet’s
production of Paul Taylor’s Company B.
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E-Newsletters
This fall, HARID began sending subscribers and contributors a series of email updates on the school’s students, activities,
and alumni. The emails also feature links to various excerpts from HARID’s past performances. If you are not receiving these
emails, but would like to do so, please email Annabel Russell at annabel.russell@harid.edu. We will be happy to include you
in our future e-mailings.

We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s Fall Newsletter. The next issue will be published in March.
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