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It’s Great to be Back
in Touch
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Following a productive (and hot) summer and a
busy (yet glorious) fall, we are happy to be back
in touch with you. Much has occurred since our
Spring Newsletter was distributed, and we hope
you will enjoy the following updates.
The tutus are blooming once again at HARID

2021-22 School Year
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Eleven new students joined twenty-four returning students for the school year. However, of
the twenty-four returning students, thirteen had never before set foot on HARID’s campus.
Rather, they had completed the prior year of study virtually while the school’s campus
remained closed due to the pandemic. Imagine how happy we were to finally meet them all
in person!
This year’s student body represents eighteen American states and five other countries: Japan,
England, Malaysia, Colombia, and South Africa.
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On-Campus Summer Intensive
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Support Our Ongoing Efforts to Assist the Dancers
HARID’s annual-fund campaign provides the financial assistance many students require in
order to attend the school. (While HARID remains tuition-free, fees must be charged for room
and board.) Please help replenish our financial-aid fund so we can continue supporting the
dancers while they complete their studies with us. Your generous assistance will be greatly
appreciated. To make a contribution, you may use the envelope provided, or visit www.harid.
edu/contribute.

Student Awards
The Ruth Nelson Kraft Awards Foundation generously provides financial support
for HARID’s promising young dancers. Three deserving students have received Ruth
Kraft Awards this year. Congratulations to Avyn Kerprich, a sophomore from Florida;
Nolan Saito, a senior from Massachusetts; and Roxy Slavin, a sophomore from New
York.
The Rudolf Nureyev Award, made possible by an endowment gift from the Rudolf
Nureyev Dance Foundation, also supports the students’ studies at HARID. Many past
recipients have gone on to enjoy successful careers in dance.

Emery Meroni, recipient of HARID’s 2021 Rudolf Nureyev
Award (pictured with the ballet faculty and director)

Recently, the faculty and director, Gordon Wright, were pleased to recognize Emery
Meroni as this year’s Rudolf Nureyev Award recipient. Emery, from Massachusetts, is
presently completing his senior year at HARID. He will graduate in May.

Wright commented: “The faculty and I were pleased to recognize Emery with this year’s Nureyev Award. He is an outstanding
young man and a fine dancer. He shows considerable potential for professional achievement, and we look forward to
following his career in the years ahead.”

The Return of The Nutcracker!
We are happy to tell you that HARID’s dancers will return to the Countess de
Hoernle Theatre in December. Due to the continuing uncertainties of the
pandemic, and in the interest of everyone’s safety, HARID will present an
abridged, 45-minute program consisting only of The Nutcracker, Act II. The
ballet will feature the wonderful dances from the Kingdom of the Sweets,
including Spanish Chocolates, Dance of the Mirlitons, Russian Dance,
Arabian Coffee, Chinese Tea, Waltz of the Flowers, and the Sugarplum
Fairy’s Grand Pas de Deux!
The performances will be held on Saturday, December 18, and Sunday,
December 19, both at 3:00 p.m.

The Grand Pas de Deux from The Nutcracker, Act II

Three viewing options will be available for the performances. You may:
• Join us at the theater for a live performance. Seating will be “distanced” and there will be no intermission. Masks will be
mandatory. (Ticket price: $26)
• Enjoy a live-streamed performance, in real time, from the comfort of your home. (Cost: $26. Access will be provided by
email two days prior to the performance.)
• Purchase a high-resolution video recording of the performance on a flash drive. Please allow 2–3 weeks for postproduction editing. (Cost: $40)
Orders will not be available online for the performances. Nor will our ticket office be open to the public. To place an order
for any of the above viewing options, please call 561-998-8038 between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. weekdays.
If you choose to attend one of the performances in person, please note that masks will be mandatory and you must sit in
your assigned seat. The Countess de Hoernle Theater is located on the campus of Spanish River Community High School at
5100 Jog Road (at Yamato Road) in Boca Raton.
Whether you choose to attend a performance in person, view it live-streamed in real time at home, or purchase a highresolution video recording, we hope you will welcome the opportunity to enjoy HARID’s dancers when they return to the
stage on December 18 and 19!
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Welcome to our New
Academic Mentors

Faculty Spotlight

Each weekday morning, HARID’s students pursue their
academic studies (provided by Florida Virtual School)
in a large, open classroom referred to as the Learning
Center. Two “academic mentors” supervise the students,
proctor quizzes and exams, and provide tutoring, as
necessary. This fall, HARID was pleased to welcome two
new academic mentors to the staff:
Madeleine Garcia earned her bachelor’s degree in
English honors with a concentration in writing and
rhetoric from Florida Atlantic University. She is presently
completing a master’s degree in communications
studies, also at FAU. Madeleine has worked as a speech
consultant, a graduate teaching assistant, and as an
English composition instructor.
Zed Rezende earned a professional-science master’s
degree in business of biotechnology in 2020, and is now
completing a master-of-science degree in biomedical
engineering. Zed has worked as a teaching assistant at
FAU and has considerable experience as a private tutor.

HARID is privileged to have a number of highly
knowledgeable and talented part-time instructors
on the faculty. Each of them contributes much to the
students’ training and education.
Bertha Valentin has been
teaching
character
dance
at HARID since 1989. Her
commitment to the students
is enormous: each Saturday
morning, she makes an hourlong drive to the school from
her home in Princeton (south
of Miami). And, following her
class—of course—she drives
another hour to return home.
Character dance teacher,
Despite this challenge, Bertha
Bertha Valentin
has missed only a few classes
during her thirty-two years at HARID.
Bertha began taking ballet classes at the age of six in her
native Colombia. At seventeen, she travelled to Russia
to further her study of dance and dance teaching. There,
she earned a bachelor’s degree in dance and a masterof-art degree in dance pedagogy and choreography
from the Institute of Culture and Art in St. Petersburg.
Character dance is an important component of many
classical “story” ballets. The various dances, including
Mazurka, Csárdás, and Neopolitan, are stylized, theatrical
versions of the folk or national dances of various European
countries. They often appear as “divertissements”, or
entertainments, in grand celebrations, such as in Act III
of Swan Lake.

2022 Summer Intensive Auditions
Last year, HARID avoided the risks of travel and chose to
recruit summer-intensive students through video submissions
only. This year, we plan to conduct in-person auditions in a
limited number of cities while continuing to encourage video
submissions. In January, HARID’s faculty will visit Atlanta GA,
Richardson TX, Charlotte NC, Washington DC, Tampa FL,
Chicago IL, Brookline MA, Overland Park KS, and New York
NY. An audition will also be held at HARID in late January. For
more information about auditioning or preparing a video
application, please visit www.harid.edu/auditions.

HARID’s students typically study character with Ms.
Valentin over two semesters. Their training culminates
with a dance that is presented as part of the school’s
Winter Performances.
HARID remains grateful to
commitment to HARID’s dancers.

Bertha’s

on-going
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Alumni Updates
Last year’s graduates (Class of 2021) are doing well. Yu-Lun Liu is studying and taking classes at Hong Kong Ballet. Alice Summit
is enrolled at Sarah Lawrence College—one of the country’s leading liberal-arts colleges. And, Shunhei Fuchiyama is dancing
with the English National Ballet, an opportunity that came about following his 5th Place finish at last year’s Prix de Lausanne
international ballet competition in Switzerland.
John Abenanty (2013) left Sofia
National Opera and Ballet in
Bulgaria and returned to the U.S. to
join Orlando Ballet in Florida

Julian Gan (Class of 2020) is now
a trainee with the Joffrey Ballet in
Chicago.
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Julian Gan

Anne Medich (2019) will soon
graduate from the University of
Oklahoma with a BFA in dance
performance. Presently, she is also
performing with Oklahoma City
Ballet’s second company.

John Abenanty

Alexandre Gonzaga Barros (2011)
remains busy building his company
Proteus Fitness, which helps
dancers remain healthy and strong
through cross training.

Tiffany Chatfield (2018) is dancing with Ballet Arizona.

Cy Doherty

Yu-Chin Tseng (2017) has joined
the Graham 2 company in New York
City.
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Livia Bedwell (2016) recently
graduated summa cum laude
from the University of Tennessee
Knoxville with a major in business
analytics, a minor in statistics,
and a collateral in information
management. She is now pursuing
a MS degree in business analytics at
University of Texas while working as
a graduate teaching assistant.
Livia Bedwell in a HARID production
of Paquita

Hayden Slaff (2015) is now
performing as a dancer for
Universal Parks and SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment in
Orlando.
Marie Tender (2014) has joined
Dayton Ballet.
Rachel Neville photo ©

Marie Tender
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Cy Doherty (2017) has been
promoted from American Ballet
Theatre’s Studio Company to the
position of apprentice with the
main ABT Company in New York
City.

Koto Ishihara
in the National
Ballet of Canada’s
The Nutcracker

Koto Ishihara (2008) was recently promoted to the rank of
principal dancer at the National Ballet of Canada.
Whitney Farland Parsons (2003) is now head of emergency
preparedness, mutual assistance, and business continuity for
Oncor, an energy delivery company in Texas.
Bridgett Zehr (2002) is now dancing with Badisches
Staatstheater Karlsruhe in Germany.
Joseph Morrissey (2001) is presently the director of dance
at Interlochen Center for the Arts in Michigan. Previously,
Joseph worked at Hong Kong Ballet.
Meredith Webster (1998) has been staging works by Alonzo
King for various ballet companies, including Pacific Northwest
Ballet, Ballet Rambert London, and American Ballet Theatre.
In addition, Meredith recently had two films included in
the San Francisco Dance Film Festival, one of which she
choreographed, filmed, and edited; the other in which she
performed.
Kerrie-Anne Dunn Sparks (1994) is presently an adjunct
professor of dance at High Point University in North Carolina.
She is also directing a small ballet program called Edge
Performing Arts.

We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s Fall Newsletter. The next issue will be published in March.

