
Spring Performances a Resounding Success!
Last May, to wind up a productive year of training, HARID presented a program of classical ballets and 
solo dances that was challenging for the dancers and exciting for those who attended.

The program opened with excerpts from Marius Petipa’s 
Raymonda. Beneath a pair of glittering chandeliers, 
the dancers performed the Grand Valse and a number 
of beautiful and  demanding  female solo variations. 
Senior Morgan Barton, who was coached by  teacher 
Svetlana Osiyeva, displayed her talent and artistic 
sensibilities as Raymonda. Roxy Slavin, Charlize 
Villacorta, and Irisa van Niekerk danced with confidence 
and technical precision in alternating roles. Thank you to 
faculty member Victoria Schneider for staging the ballet.

The Fairy Doll Pas de Trois, staged for HARID by faculty 
members Svetlana Osiyeva and Meelis Pakri, is an 
enchanting, comedic interplay featuring two ambitious 
Pierrots (Emery Meroni and Nolan Saito) vying against 
one another for the attention of the beautiful Fairy Doll 
(Raven Loan). The dancers’ performances were both 
impressive and engaging; they successfully masked the 
difficulty of the dancing with their spirited antics. The 
ballet most certainly put a smile on everyone’s face.

Interspersed among the larger ballets were a series 
of contemporary-dance solos created for the Youth 
America Grand Prix ballet competition. Seniors 
Nathaniel Lillington (The Unsquare Dance), Charlize 
Villacorta (Eclipse), Mayu Nakayama (Carried Away), 
Emery Meroni (Creatura), and Nolan Saito (Dream Sweet) 
each performed a short individual piece that displayed 
the modern-, jazz-, and contemporary-dance training 
provided by the school. The dances were choreographed 
by Lauren Carey and Maria Konrad, and coached by Tara Mitton Catao.

The program finalé was Don Quixote – Excerpts from Acts I & III. The opening, 
from Act I, featured Morgan Barton as Kitri, Heath Voy as Basilio, and Kitri’s 
friends, Sayaka Iwase and Charlize Villacorta. Barton was outstanding as 
Kitri with her buoyant jumps, confident pirouettes, and just the right 
amount of flair to bring the character to life. Iwase and Villacorta were 
a musical and precise duo, matching one another’s lines with effortless 
elegance. The Seguidilla, staged by Alexey Kulpin, was colorful and 
energetic; the dancers filled the stage with thrilling steps, vibrant 
costumes, fans, and sparkling personalities. Excerpts from the Grand Pas 
de Deux, taken from Act III and staged by Osiyeva and Pakri, brought the 
house down. Raven Loan and Nathaniel Lillington were stunning in the 
virtuoso duet. The other dancers then returned to center stage to provide 
a joyful and energizing crescendo to the ballet, the performance, and the 
school year.
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Irisa van Niekerk in Raymonda

Sayaka Iwase, Heath Voy, and Charlize Villacorta in Don Quixote

Raven Loan and Nathaniel Lillington in 
the Grand Pas de Deux from 
Don Quixote

Raven Loan, Nolan Saito, and Emery Meroni in The Fairy Doll Pas 
de Trois



Thirteen Graduates!
At HARID’s Commencement & Awards Dinner, held at Boca Raton’s Polo Club on May 31, thirteen seniors received their high-
school diplomas. The graduating class was one of the school’s largest ever. Following is a list of the graduates and where they are 
presently studying or dancing:

• Morgan Barton – Pacific Northwest Ballet, professional division
• Olivia DeAngelo – Pittsburgh Ballet, post-grad program
• Maren Goddard – Joffrey Ballet, contemporary program
• Nathaniel Lillington – Sibiu Ballet Theatre, Romania
• Raven Loan – Milwaukee Ballet II
• Cheyenne Lok Suet Yeng – University of Oklahoma (dance)
• Emery Meroni – Milwaukee Ballet II
• Jasmine Parente – University of Utah (dance)
• Mayu Nakayama – Atlanta Ballet II
• Nolan Saito – Royal Winnipeg Ballet, aspirant program
• Irisa van Niekerk – Hamburg Ballet School
• Charlize Villacorta – Ballet West (trainee)
• Alison Yang – University of Utah (dance)

Congratulations and best wishes to HARID’s Class of 2022.

Some of the graduates were singled out for special 
acknowledgement during Commencement. Morgan 
Barton and Raven Loan shared the Jeannot B. Cerrone 
Award, given in recognition of the consistent excellence 
of their performances during HARID’s productions. 
Mayu Nakayama received the Fred Lieberman Award for 
Excellence, which recognizes the top, over-all achieving 
student in the areas of academics, dance, and citizenship.
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HARID’s Class of 2022

Mayu Nakayama received the  
Fred Lieberman Award for Excellence

Morgan Barton and Raven Loan shared the 
Jeannot B. Cerrone Award

2023 Summer-Intensive Auditions
HARID’s new recruiting season will soon get underway. In January, the faculty and director will conduct auditions in eleven 
cities across the United States. In addition, video applications will be accepted from students who are unable to attend an 
audition. Summer Intensive scholarships will also be awarded during various ballet competitions during the winter months.

Support Our Ongoing Efforts to Assist the Dancers
HARID’s annual-fund campaign provides the financial assistance many students require in order to attend 
the school. (While HARID remains tuition-free, fees must be charged for room and board.) Please help 
replenish our financial-aid fund so we can continue supporting the dancers while they complete their 
studies with us. Your generous assistance will be greatly appreciated. To make a contribution, you may use 
the envelope provided, or visit www.harid.edu/contribute. 
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2022–2023 School Year
Following a successful, four-week summer intensive in June and July, the new school year got underway at the end of August. 
Twelve new students joined those who returned from the previous year. The current student body represents twelve U.S.  
states and the countries of Brazil, Japan, and Paraguay. The faculty is delighted with the work being accomplished in the 
various classes, and rehearsals for HARID’s Winter Performances are well underway.

Ruth Nelson Kraft Awards
Ruth Kraft, a long-time Boca Raton resident, concert pianist, and committed friend of the arts, passed away in October, 2002. In 
accordance with her wishes, funds from her estate were used to establish the Ruth Nelson Kraft Foundation. HARID is a fortunate 
recipient of support from the Foundation and, as a result, is able to offer a number of annual, financial-aid awards to promising 
students. 

This fall, three dancers were selected to receive Ruth Kraft Awards, all of whom are high-school juniors: 

• Henry Matthews is from Walden, New York. He is in his third year at HARID. 
• Emma Donnenwerth, from Roswell, Georgia, is a second-year student at HARID. 
• Kantaro Takishima, also in his second year at HARID, is from Tokyo, Japan.

HARID remains grateful to Ruth Nelson Kraft and is pleased to acknowledge and thank the Foundation’s trustees for continuing 
to support our students.  

Janet Trivino… Congratulations 
and thank you for 35 years!

Congratulations and Thank You!
In 1987, Fred Lieberman conceived of a tuition-free program aimed at educating and training gifted 
young performing artists. He asked local attorneys James Hankins and Arthur Redgrave to help 
transform his ideas into reality. James and Arthur became HARID’s founding trustees (along with the 
late Paul Rugo). As such, they became responsible for overseeing the monumental task of creating 
the Conservatory. One of their first accomplishments was hiring HARID’s founding director of dance, 
Jeannot Cerrone. And one of Jeannot’s first accomplishments was hiring his assistant, Janet Trivino. 

Fast forward thirty-five years to the present: James Hankins and Arthur Redgrave remain on HARID’s 
board of trustees, and Janet Trivino continues to serve the Conservatory as executive assistant to the 
director. HARID is grateful to James, Arthur, and Janet for their many years of commitment and hard 
work on behalf of the school. Happy 35th anniversary!

Two of HARID’s adjunct faculty members also reached employment milestones recently. Karen Gauci 
has been teaching nutrition at the school for twenty-five years, and Kimberly Smith has taught 

kinesiology (the study of body mechanics and movement) for twenty years. HARID appreciates Karen’s and Kim’s outstanding 
dedication to the students’ health and well-being.



We hope you have enjoyed reading our Fall Newsletter. The next issue will be published in the March.

Sponsored in part by The State of Florida, Department of State, 
Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts
and Culture.
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Meet our New Employees
Two new academic mentors are assisting the students each morning in HARID’s Learning Center.  Cameron Beardsley is presently 
completing an associate’s degree in environmental science. She served for several years as a volunteer at Palm Beach State 
College, tutoring mathematics and providing time-management coaching for students. Edward Meszaros earned a BFA in 
communications/speech and drama, and an MFA in theater. He has a professional-educator license from the Florida Department 
of Education. 

Shawn Rowe has joined our team of residence supervisors. Shawn earned a criminal-justice degree at Saint Augustine’s 
University in North Carolina and is presently completing a master’s degree in social work at Florida Atlantic University. Shawn 
is an accomplished athlete, competing predominantly in the 400-meter hurdles. (He was a four-time NCAA Division II national 
champion and six-time first-team All-American.) After finishing second in the Jamaican Olympic trials in June, 2021, Shawn was 
selected to join the Jamaican team for the delayed 2020 Summer Games in Tokyo.  

HARID has been fortunate to hire Regina Martin as music coordinator and accompanist. An accomplished musician, Regina 
worked for years as a class accompanist at the famed Vaganova Academy in St. Petersburg, Russia. She later moved to the United 
States to work at Ballet Internationale in Indianapolis, and then joined the Kirov Academy in Washington, DC. We are delighted to 
welcome Regina to the Conservatory.

Mark Your Calendar: December 17 and 18 at 3:00 p.m.
HARID’s Winter Performances are once-again approaching and we look forward 
to sharing with you another entertaining program of dance. Our holiday tradition, 
Divertissements from The Nutcracker, Act II, will be featured, along with the Peasant 
Pas de Deux from Act I of Giselle, and modern- and jazz-dance premieres by local 
choreographers Lauren Carey and Ashley Bachner. 

The performances will be held at the Countess de Hoernle Theatre (5100 Jog Road 
in Boca Raton) on Saturday, December 17, and Sunday, December 18, both starting 
at 3:00 p.m.

Tickets for the Winter Performances are $35 and $30 (with no additional fees) and 
may be purchased online at www.harid.edu/performances. They are also available 
by phone at 561-998-8038 or in person at HARID’s ticket office (2285 Potomac 
Road, Boca Raton 33431), Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

We look forward to welcoming you to this year’s Holiday Performances!

Make a Child Happy. Bring a New, Unwrapped Toy to the Winter Performances
The HARID Chapter of the National Honor Society will host a toy drive in December in support of Toys 
for Tots. Please consider supporting their efforts by bringing a new, unwrapped toy to the Winter 
Performances. A collection box will be available in the theater lobby. Your gift of a new toy will bring 
much happiness to a needy child during the upcoming holiday season.

The Arabian Dance from HARID’s The Nutcracker, Act II
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